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AVSA Information 


FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITH YOUR SOCIETY 


For accurate service, send your inquiries to the correct person. 


Always include your name and address. 


@ AVSA Business 

*AVSA Office Address: AVSA, P.O. Box 22417, 

Beaumont, TX 77720 

*Office Manager: Amy Carruth (844) 400-AVSA (2872); 
(409) 839-4725; Fax (409) 839-4329. 

Email: avsa@earthlink.net. 

Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. CT. 

Official Correspondence: AVSA Secretary, P.O. Box 22417, 
Beaumont, TX 77720. Email: secretary@avsa.org. 


& Membership and Affiliates 

*New or Renewal Membership: Membership application 
available on page 55 of this issue or at www.africanviolet 
societyofamerica.org/participate/membership. Send 
check payable to AVSA in U.S. dollars from a U.S. bank; 
VISA or Mastercard for new or renewable membership to 
AVSA Office; or pay online. 

*Change of Address: Send new address to AVSA Office 

at least 30 days before it is to take effect, along with 

old address. 

*Membership Cards: Sent to Associate Members. 
Renewing members receive card on white protective 
cover of AVM. 

*Membership Committee: Send ideas, offers to help and 
requests for assistance to Stephen Covolo-Hudson. 
Email: membership@avsa.org. 

*Affiliate Committee: For information on how to organize 


a chapter, write Mary Thompson. Email: affiliate@avsa.org. 


i Shows and Judges 

*Shows and Judges Committee: Mary Corondan. 

Email: judges@avsa.org. 

*Show Schedule Approval: For information on Shows, 
AVSA Awards and approving schedules, email Susan 
Anderson at showschedule@avsa.org and attach a copy 
of your show schedule. 

*Order AVSA Rosettes: SSA Packet with no rosettes $5. 
Orders for rosettes must be specific as to which is 
needed — standard, species, mini-semi; they can be 
mixed color and size, all same price. All rosettes are 
$12.00 each, added to price of SSA packet. 


* Judging School: To register a judging school, send request 
to Ruth Loomis. Email: ruthloomis@msn.com. A registration 
fee of $15 is required and should be sent to the AVSA Office. 


*Judges’ Duplicate Cards: Send self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to Mary Corondan, 434 Plumwood Way, 
Fairview, TX 75069. Email: judges@avsa.org. 


Bf AVSA Fundraising 

*Fundraising: Randy G. Deutsch, Chair. 

Email: fundraising@avsa.org. 

*Funds: Booster Donations, Boyce Edens Research 
Fund, Barbara Burde Endowment Fund, Anne & Frank 
Tinari Endowment Fund. 

*Payment: Contribute through the website or mail to 
AVSA Office; please designate fund. 


Bf African Violet Magazine 

*AVM Editor: Sophia Bennett, P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, 
TX 77720. Email: editor@avsa.org. 

*Copyright: Copyrighted 2024, The African Violet Society 
of America, Inc., all rights reserved. Reproduction, in 
whole or in part, in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, without permission is prohibited. All 
articles are property of AVSA and must not be reprinted 
without Editor’s permission. 

¢Publication Deadlines: Jan. issue: Nov. 1; Mar. issue: 
Jan. 1; May issue: Mar. 1; July issue: May 1; Sept. issue: 
July 1; Nov. issue: Sept. 1. 

Articles, Columns and Memorials: Send to Editor by 
publication deadline. 

*Coming Events: Send to Editor or fill out event form 

on www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org by 
publication deadline. 

*Advertising Rates and Information: Richard Craft, Chair. 
Email: advertising@avsa.org. Send advertising to Chair 
by publication deadline. 

*Back Issues: Complete your set now. Request price list 
of available issues from AVSA Office. Send SASE for list 
or download from the AVSA Store. 


Hi International Registrar 

Plant Registration: Dr. Jeff Smith. 

Email: registration@avsa.org. 

Master Varieties List Supplements: Download from 
AVSA website or order from AVSA office for $2. Orders in 
writing only. Send any correction and/or description of 
new cultivars with hybridizer’s name to Dr. Jeff Smith. 
*Research: Send suggested projects for scientific 
research or names of interested, qualified, 

potential research personnel to Dr. Jeff Smith. 

Email: research@avsa.org. 

*AVSA Scholarship Program: Dr. Charles Ramser. 
Email: scholarship@avsa.org. 


 AVSA Convention 

*Convention: Kathy Lahti, Convention Chair. 

Email: convention@avsa.org. 

©2025 Convention: May 25-June 1, DoubleTree by 
Hilton Kansas City - Overland Park, Overland 

Park, Kansas. 

Future Dates: If interested in sponsoring a national 
convention in your area, contact Convention Chair. 
*Convention Programs: Send special requests for 
workshop programs or interesting speakers to 
Convention Chair. 

*Convention Awards: Send suggestions to Terri Post. 
Email: awards@avsa.org. Send contributions to 
AVSA Office. 

«Commercial Activities, Sales and Exhibits: For 
information on convention entries or sales room, 
contact Kathy Bell. Email: commercials@avsa.org. 


Join, renew and learn more at www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
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Every attempt is made to keep 
articles technically correct. Since the 
growing of fine African violets can be 
achieved in many ways, the methods 
and opinions expressed by writers 
are their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of AVSA. 
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The Phoenix AVSA Convention was fan- 
tastic! Kudos to the convention and show team 
of Candace Baldwin, Joyce Stork, Susan 
Anderson and Bill Patterson. Their hard work 
and dedication made for a successful event. 
Attendees thoroughly enjoyed the banquets, 
presentations, tours, showroom, sales room 
and camaraderie. 


Save the date for the 2025 AVSA National Con- 
vention in Kansas City. It will be held May 25 
through June 1 at the DoubleTree Overland 
Park, Kansas. It will be hosted by the Missouri 
Valley African Violet Council, Sho-Me African 
Violet Club and the African Violet Club of 
Greater Kansas City. Randy G. Deutsch will 
serve as local Convention Chair and Linda 
Hall will be Show Chair. This convention will 
be centrally located in the continental United 
States, which will be advantageous for 
attendees. 


The number of AVSA-sponsored shows con- 
tinues to be on the rise following an almost 
two-year hiatus during the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. It is wonderful to see our membership 
participating fully in shows and sales again. 


The Virtual Circle will have another Zoom 
meeting sometime this summer. Stay tuned 
to your emails and the website for the pre- 
sentation topic, date, time and registration 
information. If you have not been receiving 
emails regarding the Virtual Circle, please 
check with the AVSA office to be sure your 
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President’s Message 
By Mary Corondan 


Email: president @ avsa.org 


correct email address is on file. Be on the 
lookout for a Virtual Circle survey for ideas 
on future topics and presenters as well as 
preferred times to meet. 


If your affiliate would like to have a notifica- 
tion of a local show and/or sale posted on 
the AVSA Facebook page, please send your 
request and flyers to the AVSA Facebook Mes- 
senger account. Another option is to email 
flyers to Chris Brooks at marketing@avsa.org. 
If you fill out the events form on the AVSA 
website, your local show and sale informa- 
tion will be posted on the events page of the 
website. 


It is time to begin preparing your plants for 
the summer heat. They may need to be 
watered more frequently or fertilized less 
often. Keep your re-potting up to date so 
plants will be ready for fall shows. If you have 
a lengthy vacation planned, you may want to 
place your plants in a terrarium environment 
or have them on large, wicked reservoirs. 


The 2008 version of “Growing to Show” is under 
revision by the Publications Committee chaired 
by Sandy Skalski. The committee is working 
diligently to provide a quality product to 
AVSA members. Some sections need a major 
overhaul, and other topics are still correct 
according to current practices. The goal is to 
have the revised book ready for distribution 
at the 2025 Kansas City Convention. 


Spring is blooming and so are many of my 
plants. It’s nice to see their colors again after 
a long, dark winter (in which | wasn’t very 
good about repotting — it really does make a 
difference). 


This issue is packed with great information 
you can use to keep your plants beautiful — 
and bountiful. Paul Kilroy dives into why he 
switched from wicking to top watering on 
page 32. Dr. Jeff Smith has a second article 
on how best to propagate African violet leaves 
in water on page 22. 


If you’re looking for new plants, you can 
always find places to purchase African vio- 
lets by reviewing the ads at the back of the 
magazine. We also have a full list of AVSA’s 
Commercial members on page 42. You may 
find a few more resources on that list. 


Hybridizers: Don’t miss Graham Goode’s third 
article on finding yellow pigments in African 


Editor’s Notes 


By Sophia Bennett 


Email: editor@avsa.org 


violets on page 26. Kathy Brewster’s piece 
on a sport of The Alps (page 50) is also 
worth a read. 


A few quick thank yous. Chris Brooks is doing 
an amazing job as AVSA Marketing Chair. I’m 
grateful for the fun activities he’s planned 
(like the Hat Contest; see the results on 
page 8) and the wonderful Growing Tips 
e-newsletters he writes. Some of that con- 
tent is making its way into African Violet 
Magazine, but you should subscribe to it (if 
you don’t already) for a dose of inspiration 
and information once a week. 


Also, a big thanks to Vladimir Kalgin, who 
sources insightful articles from Russia and 
nearby countries and also translates them. 
We’re lucky to have a global community 
that makes this magazine a treasure trove 
of information. 


African Violet Magazine 
Article and Column Deadlines 


e January/February issue: November 1 
eMarch/April issue: January 1 
eMay/June issue: March 1 


e July/August issue: May 1 
eSeptember/October issue: July 1 
eNovember/December issue: September 1 


We would love to hear from you! Please send articles or 
article ideas for the AVM to Sophia Bennett at editor@avsa.org. 
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te 
Violet 


Contest 


Cotherine B Cu, P 
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OPEN TO ALL AVSA 
MEMBERS 


How to Enter 

* Submit a photo of you holding or alongside your favorite blooming violet to 
the marketing@avsa.org email. 

* The name of the violet or NOID (if unknown) should be included in the 
submission email along with the following contact information: Name, 
Address, Phone Number, Email Address and AVSA Membership Number. 

* The photo should have a minimum quality of at least 300ppi and a maximum 
size of 4MB. 

+ Include in the photo a piece of paper with the current date written legibly 
On itt should be in an area of the photo that can be easily cropped out. 


Deadlines 


'* The 2024 contest begins.on May Ist, 2024. 

* Entries for 2024 are due by December Ist, 2024. 

* Voting begins on January Ast, 2025. 

* Voting ends on March 31st, 2025. 

* The winner will be announced in the May/June AVSA magazine and at the 
2025 AVSA National Convention. 
For More Details: ww africanvolatsocetyofamerica .org/contest-my-favorite-violet 
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| Coming Events 


Check the AVSA Events page (www.african 
violetsocietyofamerica.org/events), search the 
local club on Facebook or contact the orga- 
nizers listed below for the latest information 


® May 4 — Texas 

Moonlight African Violet and 
Gesneriad Society 

African Violet Display and Plant Sale 


on these events. 


™ May 3-4 — Ohio 

Columbus African Violet Society 
“African Violets are Like Diamonds in a Pot!” 
Show and Sale 

Beechwold Christian Church 

280 Morse Rd. 

Columbus, OH 

Friday: noon-5 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Lori Hilfer: lphilfer@gmail.com 
www.columbusafricanvioletsociety.org 


® May 3-4 — Pennsylvania 

African Violet Society of Springfield 
“Diamonds are a Violet’s Best Friend” 
Show and Sale 

Marple Township Municipal Building 
227 S. Sproul Rd. 

Broomall, PA 

Friday: 1-4:30 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Lisa Bradley: icollects6@aol.com 


l™ May 4 — New Jersey 

Garden State African Violet Club 
Show and Plant Sale 

Mercer County Community 
College-Student Center 

1200 Old Trenton Rd. 

West Windsor, NJ 

Saturday: noon-4 p.m. 
GSAVCmail@gmail.com 


Fort Worth Botanic Garden 
3220 Botanic Garden Blvd. 

Fort Worth, TX 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Bonnie Harris: 
bonnieharris1578@hotmail.com 


®@ May 4-5 — New York 

AVGSS of Syracuse, New York 

“Violets Around Town” Show and Sale 
Beaver Lake Nature Center 

8477 E. Mud Lake Rd. 

Baldwinsville, NY 

Saturday: 1-6 p.m. 

Sunday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Penny Moore: penny.Moore.bs@gmail.com 


l®@ May 4-5 — New York 

African Violet and Gesneriad 

Society of Western New York 

“Intoxicating Violets” Show and Plant Sale 
Audubon Public Library 

350 John J. Audubon Parkway 

Amherst, NY 

Saturday: noon-6 p.m. 

Sunday: noon-3:30 p.m. 

Deborah Donaldson: avgswny@hotmail.com 
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® May 4-5 — Wisconsin 

Oshkosh Violet Society 

African Violet Show and Sale 

St. Jude the Apostle Church Hall 

531 Knapp St. 

Oshkosh, WI 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Kevin Degner: kevindegner7@yahoo.com 
Doug Kindschuh: dougsoasis@gmail.com 
sites.google.com/view/oshkosh-African-violet- 
society 


® May 10 — Florida 

Central Florida African Violet Society 
“African Violets for Mother’s Day” Plant Sale 
Beardall Senior Center 

800 S. Delaney Ave. 

Orlando, FL 

Friday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Linda Price: laprice4l1@yahoo.com 


® May 10 — Montana 

Billings Bloomers African Violet Club 
Plant Sale 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

180 24th St. W 

Billings, MT 

Friday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. (if plants left) 


® May 11 — Ontario 

Toronto African Violet and Gesneriad Society 
Spring Plant Sale 

Toronto Botanical Garden 

777 Lawrence Ave. E 

Toronto, Ontario 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Doris Brownlie: jtbrownlie@idirect.com 

Sue Smith: smith.sue2011@gmail.com 
tavgs.ca 


® May 25 — Missouri 

Metropolitan St Louis African Violet Council 
“Rainbow of Violets” Show and Sale 
Missouri Botanical Garden 

4344 Shaw Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
metrostlouisavc@gmail.com 
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July 13 — Texas 

First Austin African Violet Society 
Summer Exhibit and Plant Sale 
Austin Area Garden Center 

Zilker Botanical Garden 

2220 Barton Springs Rd. 

Austin, TX 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Susan Kautz: gizzmo@austin.rr.com 


® September 14-15 — California 
Delta Gesneriad and African Violet Club 
African Violet Show, Display and Sale 
Shepard Garden and Arts Center 
McKinley Park 

3330 McKinley Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA 

Saturday: 1-4 p.m. 

Sunday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Bev Moon: bev@mclure.org 

Kathy Gunther: 
kathleenmgunther@gmail.com 


® September 14-15 — Wisconsin 
Wisconsin Council of African Violet Clubs 
Show and Sale 

St. Jude the Apostle Church Hall 

531 Knapp St. 

Oshkosh, WI 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Sunday: 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Jeremy Trost: 
WwlCouncilofAVClubs@Gmail.com 


® September 29 — Ontario 

Toronto African Violet and Gesneriad Society 
Fall Plant Sale 

Toronto Botanical Garden 

777 Lawrence Ave. E 

Toronto, Ontario 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Doris Brownlie: jtbrownlie@idirect.com 

Sue Smith: smith.sue2011@gmail.com 
tavgs.ca 


Hat Contest Winners 


By Chris Brooks 


Email: marketing @avsa.org 


The African Violet Hat Contest has con- 
cluded and all the votes are in. | would like 
to thank all those who participated by sub- 
mitting entries and voting in the contest. | 
know a lot of hard work and skill went into 
creating the many designs for these gorgeous 
hats. It was exciting to see the many beauti- 
ful and diverse ways that entrants expressed 
their love for African violets. My local club 
enjoyed making a fun program out of cre- 
ating entries for the contest. I’m sure the 
other entrants had just as much fun creating 
their designs as we did. 


There were several hundred votes cast and 
the competition was fierce, but in the end, 
only one design could win. Below are the 
two runners up and the first-place entry. Our 
first-place entry will be receiving a prize to 
go along with the recognition of her talent. 
Congratulations to these creative ladies! 


Ist Place: 

Jamie Hart 

148 votes 

5 “This hat represents the 
love and happiness | have 
for the indoor garden and 
blooms that | am blessed 
with!” 


Ist Runner Up: 

Charlee Stonecipher 

81 votes 

“Making this hat was fun! 
As | painted it, | thought 
of the members of my 
club — Alpha African Violet 
Society of Dallas. They 
have become like family to me. From the first 
meeting | attended, they openly embraced 
me and have been wonderfully kind and wel- 
coming. They have opened their generous 
hearts to me, all while sharing their seem- 
ingly infinite knowledge and wisdom of beau- 
tiful African violets. | have learned so much 
already and thanks to them, | now have 
many beautiful, thriving plants.” 


2nd Runner Up: 

Susan Kordzikowski 

30 votes 

“Of the many hats | wear, 
this is my favorite because 
it gives me pleasure and 
allows me to care for my 
violets on the go.” 
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Persian Prince 


Hybridized by: S. Sorano 
Grown by: Kevin Degner 
Miniature 


s 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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Senior Judges: 


Important Notice 


By Barbara Werness 


Email: SeniorJudges @ avsa.org 


Senior Judges may apply for a renewal 
examination between May 1 and September 
1, 2024. The examination request form can 
be obtained on the AVSA website in the Shows 
and Judges section under Member Content. 
Instructions for paying the $5 fee are included 
on the form. Per the AVSA Handbook for 
Growers, Exhibitors, and Judges, 2022 edition, 
page 82, proof of three blue ribbons should 
be sent with the form. (Proof of three blue 
ribbons is waived for the 2024 examination.) 


You may receive the examination by email 
as a Microsoft Word document. If not 
received, follow up within two weeks. If 
you require a hard copy by postal mail, 
allow up to three weeks for delivery. Please 
specify email or hard copy when you submit 
the registration form. Note that the 2022 
edition of the Handbook will be used for 
the 2024 Senior Judges examination. 


A printed hard copy (not email) of the exam 
must be returned by October 1, 2024 for 
grading. Send examinations to: 


Barbara Werness 
12354 Naples St. NE 
Blaine, MN 55449 


Advanced Judges who meet the require- 
ments and wish to apply for their first Senior 
Judge examination can use the same request 
form. Also required are the following items 
of documentation of eligibility per the AVSA 
Handbook, page 84. Send documentation via 
postal mail to Barbara Werness. 


10 


The 2022 edition 
of the Handbook 
will be used for 


the 2024 Senior 


Judges examination. 


1. List of all judging schools attended, 
grades, etc. 

2. Signed schedules of five AVSA shows 
judged (copy of signed title page with all 
show information is sufficient). 

3. Verification of three blue ribbons earned 
per AVSA Handbook, 2022 edition, page 82. 
(Proof of three blue ribbons is waived and 
only three signed schedules are required for 
the 2024 examination.) 


Apply by September 1, 2024. Applications post- 
marked after September 1, 2024 will be 
returned and application may be made 
next year. 


Include your email address to be notified of 
receipt of your exam. Exams will be returned 
after October 15, 2024. 


Please refer any questions regarding the 
Senior Judge examination to Barbara Werness. 
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2024 Best Varieties 
Voting is Now Open 


By Trudy Brekel 


Email: bestvariety @avsa.org 


It’s time to vote for your favorite African 
violets! Each year, AVSA publishes a Best 
Varieties List that helps growers learn about 
African violets that are easy to enjoy and 
grow. The list includes 25 plants that mem- 
bers and non-members have selected as 
their favorites through a vote. The AVSA 
Best Varieties List for 2024 would like to 
have your opinion on which plants you 
would like to see on the list. We will include 
all nominations submitted by June 30, 2024. 
The Best Varieties report will appear in the 
November/December issue of African Violet 
Magazine. 


You can vote online at www.africanviolet 
societyofamerica.org. Log in as a member 
and choose Member Content from the 
list on the left side of the screen. Select 
Best Varieties Submission and choose Best 


BLOOML 
Adorn Yourself in Violets 


ALA 


Varieties Online Submission. Enter your 
name and the five varieties that are your 
favorites. At the bottom, click on the Submit 
button. It’s that easy. 


You also have the option of printing off the 
form in the Member Content page of the 
website, where you will find a link to the 
online printable form. You may mail the 
form to: 


Trudy Brekel 
5553 W. Prentice Circle 
Littleton, CO 80123 


If you prefer to email the names of your 
five favorite varieties, send it to bestvariety@ 
avsa.org. 


Please plan on voting this year. The more 
votes we receive, the better. 


a & 


Beautiful clothing items featuring African violets from Bloomlala! " 
Use code Aa) ee you order online and AVSA 


receives a portion of the proceeds. 
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bloomlala.com/collections/violet 


II 


The AVSA National Convention in Phoenix 
was delightful. It was so well organized and 
the exhibits were stunning. It was fantastic to 
see so many of you there. 


This is the time of year when violets are thriv- 
ing and displaying their beautiful blossoms. 
As you prepare for spring and fall shows, here 
are a few reminders. 


When registering an AVSA Show, the Show 
Chair should follow these steps on the AVSA 
website: 

eGo to www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
eMember Sign In 

eMember Only Content 

Sign In 

eLeaders 

eSee Shows & Judges Page 


On the Shows & Judges page, you will find 
the following information: 

eRegister Show and Pay: AVSA rosettes may 
also be ordered here. 

eDownload SSA Packet: This includes instruc- 
tions and all SSA packet forms. 

eContact Schedule Approver or AVSA Shows 
& Judges Chair. 

eAfter the Show: Affiliate Show Awards Report 
for Tally Time and “And the Winners Are.” 
These forms are available as fillable forms 
that can be submitted online or mailed. 
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Shows and Judges 
By Mary Corondan 


Email: judges @avsa.org 


Dr. Jeff Smith is requesting that you notify 
him of any Russian/Ukrainian hybrids that 
you would like to have registered with AVSA 
so they may be exhibited in collection classes. 
Please email him at registration@avsa.org 
with the names of those varieties. 


Dr. Jeff Smith is 
requesting that you 
notify him of any 
Russian/Ukrainian 
hybrids that you 


would like to have 


registered with 
AVSA so they may 
be exhibited in 


collection classes. 


Enjoy attending spring shows and sales and 
being with your violet friends! 
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Bi Jennifer Vincent — Bennington, NE 


Jen’s Drops of Jupiter 

(11416) 1/15/2024 e(J. Vincent) 

eSingle fuchsia sticktite frilled pansy/white 
puff fantasy, white edge. 

eVariegated medium green and white, ovate, 
quilted, serrated. eSmall standard. 


i Hybridizer requests change to 

plant description 

For Carolina Jubilation and Carolina 
Bodacious, change “red backed foliage” to 
“variable red back foliage.” 


 Hybridizer requests change to 

plant description 

Sharon Gartner 

e(11415) 12/5/2023 e(Sacco/Gartner) 
eSingle white sticktite frilled pansy/fuchsia 
thumbprints, white puff and-darkerfuchsia 
fantasy, variable fuchsia on upper petals. 
eMedium green, heart-shaped, quilted, 
wavy, serrated. 

eSmall standard. 


@ Kevin Degner — Oshkosh, WI 

Kev’s Innocence 

e(11417) 3/13/2024 e(K. Degner) 

eSingle ivory-light pink sticktite wasp. 
eVariegated medium-dark green, white and 
pink, plain, ovate/red back, variable bustle. 
e Standard. 
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Registration Report 
By Dr. Jeff Smith 


Email: registration @avsa.org 


Kev’s Pink Bunny Ears 

e(11418) 3/13/2024 e(K. Degner) 
eSingle pink sticktite pansy/darker pink 
top petals. 

eVariegated dark green, white and pink, 
plain, heart-shaped/red back. 
eSemiminiature. 


Kev’s Red Hot Mama 

(11419) 3/13/2024 e(K. Degner) 

eSingle bright rose sticktite ruffled 

star/red center, variable darker rays and 
purple fantasy. 

eVariegated medium green and white, plain, 
heart-shaped, serrated/red back. eStandard 


Kev’s Spring Tulip 

© (11420) 3/13/2024 e(K. Degner) 

eSingle white sticktite ruffled star 
bell/maroon center and rays. 

eVariegated medium-dark green, white and 
pink, plain, heart-shaped/red back. 
eStandard. 


Kev’s Tainted Love 

©(11421) 3/13/2024 e(K. Degner) 

eSingle to semidouble rose ruffled 
star/maroon center, variable purple edge. 
eVariegated dark-medium green, white and 
pink, plain, heart-shaped/red back. 
eStandard. 
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MEMBER BENEFITS 

« Discounts in the AVSA Store for Members 
Additional $10 AVSA Store Discount for 
New Members or 3-year Renewals. 
Subscription to the AVSA Magazine: 
digital, or print and digital 

Virtual Circle Events 

Members Only Contests 

Access to the Members Only Section of the 
Website 

Early Convention Registration Discounts 


Society of 
America 


e Renew 


SUPPORT THE WORK ¢ 


OF THE AVSA 


African Violet Registration 


¢ Education About the African Violet 
¢ Scholarships and Grants 
e Annual Conventions 
¢ Show Judging 


WAYS TO PARTICIPATE 

in the Membership Drive for Current Members 
« Give a Gift Membership 

« Have a Membership Drive at Your Club Meeting 

« Cash for Ten or More Referrals 

Membership Drive and related promotions end December 31, 2024. 


For more information visit www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 


The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 
P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 
409-839-4725 « office@avsa.org 
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Violets Most Wanted List 


By Mary Thompson 


Email: preservingviolets @ avsa.org 


Shows are starting and convention has 
just ended. | know people are still hoping to 
find that long-lost violet, me included. 
Please be on the lookout for any you have 
seen on the list. | posted a full list in the 
January/February African Violet Magazine, but 
here are a few we are still looking for. 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Admiral 
Alamo Haven 
Alamo Red 
Amethyst 
Amethyst Confetti 
Apache Warbonnet 
Playful Dreamer 


Jolly Champ 


Hybridized by: H. Pittman 
Grown by: Linda Hall 
Semiminiature 
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j 
A hybridizer reached out recently regard- 
ing a question of white seedlings that 
frequently show up when working with varie- 
gated foliage. The number of mutant chloro- 
plasts can vary from seedling to seedling, as 
the cytoplasm division that produces the 
egg cell may not distribute the normal and 
mutant chloroplasts evenly. Some seedlings 
may get mostly normal chloroplasts while 
others get mostly mutant chloroplasts. The 
distribution often follows a bell curve 
between the two extremes of all green to all 
white plants. However, if the seed parent is 
already heavily variegated, many of the 
seedlings can be all white or nearly all 
white and their chance for survival is slim. 


For the white seedlings to survive, they must 
be encouraged to produce normal chloro- 
plasts and start photosynthesis. Two 
methods that work reasonably well are to 
increase the growing temperature and to 
carefully give the seedlings a nitrogen boost. 
Putting the germination container in a 
warmer area or on a heating mat can be 
beneficial in stimulating white seedlings to 
produce green and functional chloroplasts. 
Adding a nitrogen boost fertilizer should be 
done carefully, as algae may be stimulated 
and overgrow the seedlings. A weak solution 
of 3-3-3 or 7-7-7 can green up the seedlings. 
Check to see if the first number, that of 
nitrogen, is in the form of nitrates or ammo- 
nia rather than urea. These forms of nitrogen 
are more easily absorbed and utilized by the 
plants than urea nitrogen. 
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In Search of New Violets 
By Dr. Jeff Smith 


Email: jsmith4 @bsu.edu 


Another suggestion is to give the plants a 
weak solution of Epsom salts, with the idea 
that the magnesium in the salts will help 
chlorophyll development and green up the 
seedlings. While the idea is sound, the 
seedlings are very sensitive to salts and 
may be destroyed by unfavorable osmotic 
potential. If the salt solution dries out just 
a little bit, it will concentrate and kill the 
young roots of a seedling. Increasing the 
temperature and/or using a very weak 
nitrogen fertilizer are usually safer options 
to green up the seedlings. 


Be aware that not all white seedlings can be 
saved using any method. The amount of 
stored food in an African violet seed is very 
small. Failure to develop functional chloro- 
plasts quickly will be fatal and some seedlings 
will lack the ability to survive. 


Q: I have a flower that shows variable 
white markings from flower to flower. 
How is this trait inherited? 

A: There are a number of African violet 
flower traits, such as thumbprint patterns 
and Geneva edges, that show different 
amounts of white in the flower depending 
on the growing temperature. If your variable 
white markings are the result of environ- 
mental or cultural factors, then the pattern 
is not necessarily genetic. You might try 
growing the plant in different locations 
with different temperatures and see how 
stable the variable white trait is between 
the locations. 
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If the variable white markings seem to be 
stable regardless of the temperature, then 
you may want to try crossing the flower 
with different plants and see how the trait 
is inherited. One of the most productive 
crosses may be to self-pollinate the flower. 
This may intensify the trait or give a range 
of expressions, from solid flowers to nearly 
all white flowers. Another option would be 
to cross with thumbprint flowers or other 
expressions of white that are known to be 
temperature dependent. This may give you 
a wider range of outcomes, some of which 
are temperature dependent and others per- 
haps not so much. The choice is up to you 
and your hybridizing goals. 


Q: Any recommendations on how to 
select young plants as potential trailers? 
I have limited space and can’t afford 
to grow out large numbers of seedlings 
from a cross. 

A: | tend to like trailers that have long inter- 
nodes and natural branching. Grow the young 
plants close together and look for those 
that stretch upward with long internodes 
between the leaves. These are the seedlings 
that should show good trailing potential 
and would be worthy of transplanting to 
individual pots. 


As these seedlings grow out, watch for 
suckers to develop at the nodes at the base 
of the leaves. While hybridizers tend to avoid 
plants that sucker, the presence of suckers 
on trailers is actually a desirable trait, as 
these will develop into trailing stems without 
pinching. Any seedlings that show elongated 
internodes and suckers could become good 
trailing plants. Choose the best four to six 
seedlings with these traits and hopefully 
you'll be rewarded with good trailing plants 
when they mature. Choosing early will save 
growing space and should maximize the 
results. 
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Two methods that 
work reasonably 
well to green up 
white seedlings 


are to increase 


the growing 


temperature and 
to carefully give 
the seedlings a 


nitrogen boost. 


Remember that you don’t have to transplant 
all seedlings at once. Seedlings left in your 
germination container will remain stunted 
and small. Once you have made selections 
from the first batch of transplants, a second 
or third batch can be planted up to replace 
the discards. This may give you a larger 
population of seedlings to evaluate without 
requiring extra space. 


Q: Can African violet species be repro- 
duced by seed or must they always be 
reproduced by leaf cuttings and suckers? 
A: Good question. The only way to produce 
exact copies of a species is to clone it by 
leaf cuttings or suckers. The resulting plants 
are produced by mitosis cell divisions and 
should be identical to the original plant. 
Sports may occur on occasion, but this is 
the same way we reproduce cultivars that 
are true to the original plant. 
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Seeds are a result of meiosis cell divisions 
and that process always mixes up the chro- 
mosomes and DNA, even if the flowers are 
self-pollinated. The offspring will closely 
resemble the parent but will not be an 
exact clone of the parent’s DNA. One excep- 
tion can be if the plant is so inbred by 
generations of self-pollinating that the traits 
are all homozygous. These plants may then 
breed true to type and could be near 
clones of the parent. 


Of the wild species of African violets, only 
S. shumensis regularly self-pollinates and 
could have become inbred enough to pro- 
duce seedlings that are near clones of the 
parent. | am currently growing out a large 
number of seedlings from this species to 
look at the genetic diversity within the 
seedlings. | suspect there will be some 
diversity, but only the data will tell. | am 
also growing out seed of S. goetzeanus that 
was produced by self-pollination. This plant 
has flowered so rarely in cultivation that 
reproducing it from seed is a new event. 
There are no reports in the literature on 
how well this plant reproduces in nature. It 
will be interesting to see if any genetic 


diversity occurs within this species through 
self-pollination. If sexual reproduction is 
rare for this species, then perhaps it has 
become inbred as well and may reproduce 
close to true to type by seed. 


If you have species plants that are from 
seed rather than asexual leaf cuttings or 
suckers, please label them as a seedling of 
that species. Until we know more about the 
genetic diversity of the species, it would be 
inaccurate to claim that the seedlings are a 
genetic clone of the parent plant. 


Q: I have plantlets from a leaf cutting. 
The original plant had dark colored 
flowers. Most of the plantlets are iden- 
tical to the parent but one has very 
pale flowers. Is this a sport? 

A: Yes, one of the common sports in African 
violets is for pigmentation to decrease in 
the flowers. In many cases, the original 
plant has the red reversed leaf backing 
and this trait is also missing in the sport. 
These sports are not always stable and 
may revert back to type in future bloom 
cycles or leaf reproductions. 


“Perfectly Pittman” Video 


This video chronicles the multiple hybrids, growing techniques, 
growing spaces and AVSA involvement of Hortense and Ray Pittman. 


Jolly Orchid 
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Available in the 
AVSA Store. 

DVD and Thumbdrive 
format $20 


African Violet Magazine e May-June 2024 


Little Ebony 


Hybridized by: S. Sorano 
Grown by: Adrienne “Annie” Rieck 
Semiminiature 


. 


credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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My First Violets: Show-Grower 
Habits Beginners Can Use 


By Sandy Skalski 


Email: publications @avsa.org 


If you’re a casual grower of African violets, 
you may think show-growers are crazy. It’s 
true, some of us remove the buds and 
flowers from our plants (i.e., disbudding) 
for months in order to encourage a bigger 
head of bloom for show (crazy!). We spend 
hours grooming, repotting, watering and fer- 
tilizing. The plants reward us with healthy 
leaves and gorgeous heads of bloom. While 
you may enjoy seeing those plants at 
shows or on the pages of African Violet 
Magazine, all that fussing over your violets 
may not be for you. 


Still, you have to admit, show-growers know 
their stuff. Here are a few show-grower 
habits you can adopt to help your plants 
look like theirs. 


Show-Growers Grow the Best Varieties 
Show-winning plants are good bloomers and 
growers. That’s why you see the same 
plants posted as winners again and again. 
You can find lists of these varieties in a few 
places on the AVSA website or in the maga- 
zine. Check out the most recent winners in 
the African Violet Magazine column “And the 
Winners Are.” Tally Time is a summary of 
the winningest plants for the year, showcas- 
ing plants that won multiple major awards 
all over the country. 


Each year, AVSA members get to vote on their 
top five favorite plants. The most popular 
plants land on the annual Best Varieties List. 
Plants that make this prestigious list three 
years in a row will be included in the Honor 
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Roll of African Violets. Why not add a few of 
these top-growing plants to your collection? 


Show-Growers Keep Good Records 

While serious growers keep detailed spread- 
sheets with the source of the plant, descrip- 
tions and growing information, your records 
don’t need to be elaborate. Use a grease pen- 
cil to mark the repotting date right on the 
pot. You don’t want to have to guess the last 
time you repotted a plant. Jot down the 
names of your plants in case you lose the tag. 
Unnamed plants become NOIDs (No ID). The 
name of the plant is important in case you 
want to share a leaf of that variety or find a 
replacement plant should you lose it. 


Show-Growers Keep 

Their Plants Groomed 

I’m not referring to only the selective removal 
of leaves to achieve the best symmetry. 
Serious growers never leave dead blossoms 
or broken, torn or rotting leaves on their 
plants. Decaying plant material is an invita- 
tion to pests and diseases to make them- 
selves at home. Don’t give them the chance. 
Well-groomed plants are a joy to have 
around and you'll be more likely to want to 
work on them. 


Show-Growers Repot Their 

Plants Once or Twice a Year 

Potting mixes decompose over time. The 
decomposition changes the pH of the mate- 
rial, which can sometimes make fertilizers 
unavailable to the plant. In addition, fertil- 
izer salts accumulate in the soil. The result 
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may be a plant with yellowing leaves and 
few (if any) blooms. 


Timely repotting also prevents the formation 
of long “turkey necks” on your plants, which 
are caused by removing those dead or dam- 
aged outer rows of leaves. Repot your plants 
when the neck is no more than an inch or 
so long and you may avoid having to lop off 
the entire root ball in order to lower the 
plant in the pot. Repotted plants put out 
fresh, new leaves and loads of blossoms. 


Show-Growers Practice Consistent Care 
Show-growers know a little time each week 
is much better than hours spent rescuing 
neglected plants. While your plants may 
recover from occasional neglect, they cer- 
tainly won’t thrive the way consistently cared 
for plants will. Schedule a little time each 
week to water and groom your plants. 


If you’re having trouble finding the time to 
keep your plants looking good, it’s possible 


What are Axils? 


“The axil is ‘the angle formed at the junc- 
ture of the petiole (leaf stem) and the main 
stem. Depending on growing conditions and 
the genetics of the variety, this is the location 
where either a sucker or bloom stalk will be 
produced. Unless you are looking to propa- 
gate a chimera or are growing out a trailer, 
you would usually want to see the begin- 
nings of a bloom stalk in this snug little area. 


“Providing good growing conditions and a 
properly sized pot helps to promote blooms 
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you have too many. | know. There’s 
always room for one more, right? At some 
point, one more becomes one too many. 
Show-growers know focusing on fewer 
plants is one of the keys to growing the 
best plants. Don’t grow more plants than 
you have time to maintain. 


Do you want to know more about growing 
beautiful African violets? | have good news for 
show-growers and beginners alike. “Growing 
to Show” by Pauline Bartholomew, the best 
how-to book in the violet world, is getting 
an update! The new “Growing to Show” will 
contain everything the beginner or sea- 
soned show-grower needs to know about 
basic culture, light (including the new LED 
lights), fertilizers and timing plants for 
those lush heads of bloom. Look for the 
release of the new “Growing to Show” at 
the 2025 AVSA Convention. 


vs. suckers. Keeping your violet a little root- 
bound is key. It sends the proper plant hor- 
mones for bloom production to the axil and 
will encourage blooms to form. When the 
plant has room for roots to grow, it tends to 
stay in vegetative mode and grows roots, 
leaves, and suckers. Once the roots become 
restricted, this creates changes in plant hor- 
mones that trigger reproductive growth, also 
known as flowers.” —From the AVSA Growing 
Tips newsletter. Written by Chris Brooks. 
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Some hobbyists root leaves of African vio- 
lets by placing the leaf into a container of 
water and allowing roots to develop. Some per- 
mit the new plantlets to continue in a water 
environment while others transplant the 
rooted leaves into a growing medium. An 
experiment on rooting leaves in different water 
types was reported in the March/April 2024 
issue of African Violet Magazine. The results 
suggested that rooting leaves in a fertilizer 
solution produced roots the fastest. However, 
do the elements in the fertilizer make a dif- 
ference in rooting? The purpose of this article 
is to report the results of a controlled 
nutrient experiment on the rooting of African 
violet leaves. 


The null hypothesis was that there would 
be no differences in root growth between 
different nutrient solutions. The alternative 
hypothesis was that there would be a differ- 
ence in rooting response. Since roots require 
various elements to grow new cells, leaves 
in a complete nutrient solution were pre- 
dicted to have the best root growth. The com- 
plete nutrient solution would serve as a 
positive control for the experiment. Leaves 
grown in distilled water would have to rely 
on their internal supply of nutrients for 
growing roots and serve as a negative con- 
trol. The experiment also contained leaves 
grown in nutrient solutions that were mis- 
sing a single element. The growth of roots 
under these conditions was uncertain, but 
some effect on root growth was expected. 
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The Effect of Different 
Nutrients on the Rooting of 


African Violet Leaves 
By Dr. Jeff Smith 


Email: jsmith4 @bsu.edu 


Growers who root 


leaves in water for 


propagation should 


consider adding a 
complete fertilizer 
solution to the 
water to support 
rapid and full 


root development. 


One approach to determining the metabolic 
role of an essential element is to determine 
the consequence of its deficiency. The com- 
mon method of implementing this approach 
is to grow plants hydroponically in solutions 
of precisely known chemical composition. A 
standard solution used in these studies is the 
Hoagland Solution, developed and refined by 
D.R. Hoagland and D.I. Arnon. The composi- 
tion of the Hoagland Solution is as follows 
(in parts per million): 

e Nitrogen: 210 

ePhosphorus: 31 

ePotassium: 235 

eCalcium: 200 
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e Magnesium: 48 
e Sulfur: 64 
e Micronutrients: .01-.5 


Solutions included complete (all nutrients pre- 
sent) and distilled water (no nutrients present) 
minus nitrogen, minus phosphorus, minus 
potassium, minus calcium, minus magnesium, 
minus sulfur and minus micronutrients. For 
example, the minus-nitrogen solution had 
the full amount of phosphorus, potassium, 
calcium, magnesium, sulfur and  micro- 
nutrients but was lacking any form or amount 
of the element nitrogen. The minus-phospho- 
rus solution had all elements but phosphorus. 
The expectation was that any changes in the 
root growth of the leaves were a direct conse- 
quence of the missing element in the solution. 


Leaves of Boo Man (semiminiature S. Sorano 
hybrid, AVSA #8502) were obtained from the 
second and third rows of leaves from several 
plants. Multiple mature leaves with long peti- 
oles were cut from each plant and allowed to 
air dry for 30 minutes. Random leaves were 
drawn from the group and placed into Pyrex 
9820 test tubes that were 1.5 centimeters in 
diameter and 15 centimeters in height. Three 
test tubes were prepared for each nutrient solu- 
tion. Each test tube was filled with the appro- 
priate nutrient solution and the petiole of the 
leaf cutting was inserted into the test tube. 
The test tubes were placed on a plant stand 10 
centimeters beneath an LED 4000K (bright 
white) light with 3200 lumens. The lights were 
set for an 8-hour day/16-hour night cycle. 


Additional nutrient solutions were added to 
the individual test tubes as needed. The 
leaves were grown for seven weeks. Root 
growth was recorded by photography. 


The photo at top right shows the root growth 
of the complete nutrient solution. This was 
the positive control of the experiment. The 
roots were strongly developed and numerous. 
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The next photo shows the root growth of the 
distilled water treatment. This was the nega- 
tive control of the experiment. Very little 
growth of roots was observed in this treatment. 


| 
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This photo is the minus-nitrogen solution. Some 
roots are present, but the roots are much 
smaller than those in the complete nutrient 
treatment. These results are representative 
of the minus-phosphorus, minus-potassium, 
minus-calcium, minus-magnesium and minus- 
sulfur solutions. 


: _ u 
The last photo shows the minus-micronutrient 
solution. The leaves in this solution had excel- 
lent root growth, comparable to those in the 
complete solution. 


The results supported the alternative hypoth- 
esis that the best root growth would be in 
the complete nutrient solution. This was 
expected, as these leaves had full access to 
all elements needed for cell growth. 


An interesting observation was the effect of 
leaving out a single nutrient in the solutions. 
No matter which nutrient was left out, some 
growth was observed, but the amount of 
growth was considerably less than that of 
the complete nutrient solution. The results 
suggest that missing any macronutrients 
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reduces the growth of roots. Only when all 
macronutrients are present, as in the complete 
nutrient solution, does the best growth of 
roots occur. 


These results are supported by the results of 
the micronutrient solution. This solution had 
all the macronutrients such as nitrogen, phos- 
phorus, potassium, calcium, magnesium and 
sulfur but was missing elements such as 
copper, zinc and manganese. These ele- 
ments are needed in very small quantities. 


The leaves would have contained small 
amounts of these elements, as the parent 
plants were grown with a fertilizer that con- 
tained micronutrients. Whatever amounts of 
these elements were needed for root growth 
could be provided by the leaf, allowing full 
growth of the roots comparable to the 
complete nutrient solution. 


The results of this experiment are consistent 
with those reported earlier on the effect of 
different water treatments on the rooting of 
African violet leaves. In that experiment, the 
best root growth was found in the fertilizer 
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treatment, with less root growth in the dis- 
tilled water treatment. The current experi- 
ment allows the interpretation of the results 
to be more precise in that all macronutrients 
should be present to obtain the best root 
growth. Leaving out a single macronutrient 
slows root growth considerably. 


In summary, the results of this experiment 
suggest that growers who root leaves in water 
for propagation should consider adding a 
complete fertilizer solution to the water to 
support rapid and full root development. The 
solution does not need to contain micro- 
nutrients but should contain a balance of the 
major N-P-K macronutrients. A fertilizer solu- 
tion that contains calcium, magnesium and 
sulfur is also suggested, as missing these 
elements slowed down root development. 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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However, adding any type of fertilizer appears 
to have a positive effect on root growth 
compared to rooting leaves in distilled or 
reverse osmosis water. 


Plants cannot manufacture roots without 
building materials. Rooting leaves in a com- 
plete fertilizer solution provides the elements 
necessary for root growth and, eventually, 
plantlet development. 


References: 

1. Hoagland, D.R. and Arnon, D.I. “The Water- 
culture Method for Growing Plants Without 
Soil.” California Agricultural Experiment Station 
Circular 347. 1950. 

2. Smith, J. “The Effect of Different Water 
Treatments on the Rooting of African Violet 
Leaves.” African Violet Magazine. April/May 
2024, 36-38. 


LE-Shotlandskiy 
Veresk 


Hybridized by: E. Lebetskaia 
Grown by: Bobbi Johannsen 
Standard 
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Investigating the Possible Yellow 
Flavonoid Chemical Compounds 


By Graham Goode 


Email: ggoode.sa@gmail.com 


This is the third article of this series on 
the chemical compounds that create the 
colors of African violets. The possible 
flavonoid pathway branches that result in 
yellow pigments are of great interest to me 
as a grower of yellow varieties who also 
wants to hybridize with them. Please refer 
back to the previous articles to see the 
anthocyanin branches of the flavonoid chem- 
ical pathway. If you can, open the last two 
magazines to those two articles and look at 
the diagrams. Being familiar with the chem- 
ical names used in those articles will help 
you recognize similar names in this one. 


As you know, early in 2023, | started researching 
what the yellow pigment in the African violet 
blossoms could be, and that reading took me 
on this journey of discovering what the chem- 
ical structures and pathways of the main 
anthocyanin colors are. Remember that | had 
heard various people say that African violets 
couldn’t create a real yellow pigment, that 
there was no gene for yellow and that what we 
were seeing was from chlorophyll or as bleed- 
out from the yellow anthers. The yellow 
varieties in my collection looked like they 
created a real light-yellow color, so | read many 
scientific articles that might explain what could 
cause the yellow pigments. 


From my article reading research, | learned 
about anthocyanins, co-pigments and the 
flavonoid biosynthesis pathway that our African 
violets have. There are two families of blossom 
pigments: flavonoids and carotenoids. The 
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flavonoids are water soluble and show in the 
blossom cell sap, while the carotenoids are 
fat soluble and are found in the cell mem- 
brane. Many of the truly bright yellow flowers 
have carotenoid-based pigments. So far, no 
carotenoids have been found in African violets 
or any of the streptocarpus species or hybrids, 
so it’s just pigments from the flavonoid path- 
ways that could provide the yellow color. This 
makes our detective work a bit easier. 


In the previous articles, | shared the impor- 
tance of the flavonoid chemical pathway and 
of identifying the compounds being created, 
and what that meant from the genetic per- 
spective. During my research, | also read many 
scientific articles that identified flavonoid pig- 
ments that show as yellow. In the following two 
paragraphs, | will quickly run through a list of 
all the yellow flavonoids that | identified. You 
don’t need to understand the scientific words 
but do look for similarities to the compounds 
we’ve already seen in the branches of the 
flavonoid pathway presented earlier. 


Aurone flavonoids confer a bright yellow color 
in flowers such as snapdragon (Antirrhinum 
majus) and dahlia (Dahlia variabilis) through 
aureusidin 6-O-glucoside. In a calla lily (Zant- 
edeschia aethiopica), researchers identified 
two flavonoids, isoorientin and swertiajaponin, 
as yellow pigments. In yellow clematis culti- 
vars, quercetin 3-O-galactoside and quercetin 
3-O-glucoside were identified as the major 
contributors to the yellow color. In camel- 
lias, quercetin 7-O-glucoside and quercetin 
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3-O-glucoside were identified as the yellow 
pigments. Naringenin chalcone was identi- 
fied as the canary yellow pigment in the 
rinds of melon (Cucumis melo L.). The yel- 
low color in the petals of carnations is due 
to the accumulation of a chalcone, chal- 
cononaringein 2’-O-glucoside. Chamomile 
flowers (Chamaemelum  nobile) have 
flavonoids like apigenin and luteolin and its 
7-glucosides. 


Natural yellow dyes have been used since 
ancient times. Most of the yellow dyes are 
flavonoids. Reseda luteola L. (weld) dye 
flavonoids are luteolin, apigenin, luteolin 7-O- 
glucoside, apigenin 7-O-glucoside, luteolin-3’, 
7-O-diglucoside and luteolin-4’-O-glucoside. 
Thevetia peruviana flowers have the flavonoids 
quercetin, kaempferol and quercetin-7-O- 
galactoside. Cosmos sulphureus flower extract 
consists of fustin and quercetin. Tegetus 
(marigold) flowers have patuletin and pat- 
ulitrin flavonoids as their main constituents. 
Punica granatum or pomegranate has 
myricetin, quercetin, luteolin and kaempferol 


Yellow Flavonoids: 
Phenylalanine: (C,H,,NO,) 


1 PAL 
cinnamate: (C,H,0,) 
L C4H 
coumarate: (C,H,0;) 
L ACL 
coumaroyl-CoA: (C39H42N70,,P3S) 
L CHS 


in its fruit. Cassia fistula yellow flowers have 
kaempferol, catechin and proanthocyanidins 
as the main flavonoids. Carthamus tinctorius 
(safflower) has acacetin, luteolin, quercetin, 
cinaroside, 5-O-methylluteolin and rutin. The 
extract of eucalyptus bark also is rich in 
flavonoids such as eriodictyol, naringenin and 
isorhamentin. 


Did you see anything you recognized? There 
were three mentions of naringenin chal- 
cone, which is already there in the chemical 
pathways we’ve looked at. The 3-O-gluco- 
sides also look familiar, even though the 
first word is different. We’ve seen quercetin 
in dihydroquercetin and kaempferol in 
dihydrokaempferol, so there are hints of 
possibilities showing. 


To better understand what is possible, let’s 
take a look at the flavonoid pathway branches 
to these chemical compounds: naringenin, 
aureusidin, apigen, luteolin, kaempferol, 
quercetin and myricetin. As before, | show 
the chemical compound in black and the 
reactive agent in red. 


chalcone: (C,5H,,0) + THC4’GT > THC 4’-O-glucoside + AS > aureusidin 6-O-glucoside 


L CHI 
— FNS — apigen 
naringenin: (C,;H,.0s) 


— F3’H- eriodictyol > FNS — luteolin 


L F3H 
dihydrokaempferol: (C,;H,.0,) + FLS - kaempferol — F3’H > quercetin 
L F3‘H5° 
myricetin 
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The new reactive agents to get these yellow 
flavonoids are THC4’GT: chalcone 4’-O-gluco- 
syltransferase and AS: aureusidin synthase 
for the aurone branch, then FLS: flavonol syn- 
thase and FNS: flavone synthase for the 
flavone and flavonol branches. 


Scientists have been looking at African violets 
to see what pigments and co-pigments can 
be identified. In addition to the anthocyanins 
already mentioned in the previous articles, 
they have found kaempferol 3-O-glucoside, 
apigenin 4’-O-glucuronide, apigenin 7-O-glu- 
curonide and luteolin 4’-glucuronide. From 
this, we know African violets have the gene 
recipe to make FLS, and that means that 
they can make kaempferol, quercetin and 
myricetin compounds (using F3’H and 
F3’5’H). They also have the genetic recipe to 
make FNS, and this means they can make 
apigen and luteolin compounds. Isoorientin is 
another name for luteolin-6-C-glucoside, so 
that may be possible as well. 


The aurone branch of yellow pigments is an 
interesting one — it gives a bright yellow color 
to the blossom. A group of scientists used 
genetic engineering to add the genes for 
THC4’GT and AS to Jolly Diamond (miniature 
H. Pittman hybrid, AVSA #10446). The transient 
gene transfer led to a clear change in the 
petals’ color from white to light yellow. They 
then did genetic tests on the blossoms of the 
treated plants to confirm the genes for 
THC4’GT and AS and also did tests to show 
that Jolly Diamond didn’t have the genes. 


The genetic manipulation of this experiment 
just affected the growth of the flower stalk and 
blossoms, but other gene transfer methods 
add the genes to affect the whole plant. We 
could get a bright yellow African violet from a 
laboratory one day. There are genetic patents 
for this method, so it would have to come 
from one of the big commercial companies. 
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If we leave out the aurone branch and look at 
the compounds we know our African violet 
genes can make, we see that most of the yellow 
flavonoids that have been mentioned could be 
made by the flavonoid pathway available from 
the African violet genetic recipes. So, what is 
going on? If so many of these chemical 
compounds that have been identified as yellow 
pigments are possible from the African violet 
genes, why has it taken so long to get any yel- 
lows? And why is the yellow a light yellow, not 
a deep one? Why is it typically only seen as 
streaks of light yellow over white or light pink? 


The answer is pretty basic. The flavonoid 
branches used by the yellows would be for 
co-pigments in the African violet blossoms, and 
co-pigments are only needed in small con- 
centrations. The genetic activation controls 
create only the small volume of reactive agents 
needed for the co-pigment, so only small 
amounts of these compounds would normally 
be present. In addition to that, most of the 
raw materials that are created within the 
flavonoid pathway go to creating the main 
anthocyanin colors. To get yellows, you’d first 
need to turn off the portions of the pathways 
that focus on making the anthocyanins — and 
yet keep the reactive agents that make the yel- 
low flavonols or flavones. Then you’d need to 
change whatever gene codes exist for the con- 
centrations of those reactive agents so that 
enough yellow pigment is created. 


For example, a mutation in the gene recipe for 
ANS could stop the production of the main 
anthocyanin colors, but the resulting blossom 
color would be white, even if the co-pigments 
were still being produced, as there would not 
be enough concentration of the co-pigment 
present to make a visual difference. It would 
be a very rare event for a series of mutations 
to happen that would result in higher concen- 
trations of a co-pigment plus a reduction of 
the main anthocyanins. 
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Due to the hybridization efforts of many peo- 
ple, we now have yellow varieties that also 
show with some other colors. In addition to 
yellow and white, we have yellow together 
with pink in varying concentrations of inten- 
sity. We also have yellow with purple and blue 
— typically at the edges. So, we know that 
yellow can be created at the same time 
as some of the anthocyanin colors. As yellow 
and pink seem to do quite well together, | 
would guess that the yellow pigment is an 
apigen- or kaempferol-based compound. 
These compounds don’t need F3’H or F3’5’H 
in their flavonoid pathway branches (these 
are the reactive compounds for red and blue/ 
purple) — and these are the compounds that 
have both already been positively identified in 
African violets. 


We’re also starting to see some darker yellows 
in the center of the blossoms and are get- 
ting an idea that there is some temperature 
sensitivity happening, as the yellow seems 
more concentrated during certain times of 
the year. | have found the strongest yellow 
pigment shows when the plants are grown in 
temperatures between 66 and 71 degrees F (19 
and 22 degrees C). 


355-18. Grown by Sue 
Mandeville. Shows 
purple, yellow and 
white. Photo credit: 
Sue Mandeville. 


LE Zoloto Nibulengov. 
Grown by Carel Fourie. 
Shows blue and yellow 
with white. Photo 
credit: Carel Fourie. 
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81-14. Grown by Sue 
Mandeville. Shows 
mixing of the 

colors. Photo credit: 
Sue Mandeville. 


80-62. Grown by Sue 
Mandeville. Shows a 
marbling effect with 
the mixing of the 
colors. Photo credit: 
Sue Mandeville. 


It would be great to know what the com- 
pounds in the yellow varieties are, as that 
would allow us to know where in the 
flavonoid pathway the pigment branch was, 
and that would give us a better idea of 
what other colors yellow could mix with 
or if mixing colors would only happen 
through chimeric types of mutations. 
Hopefully, there will be more investigative 
work done with yellow-pigmented African 
violets to discover what these chemical 
compounds are. 


The next mutation breakthrough we need is 
for the concentration of the yellow pigment 
to be increased throughout the blossom. 
This typically would only happen with a 
reduction of the main anthocyanins. In 
addition to crossing yellow varieties with 
other yellow varieties, | will be crossing them 
with white varieties, as they potentially 
already have mutations that have reduced 
the main color anthocyanins. As white 
varieties could have different mutational 
causes (as white is the result of almost any of 
the flavonoid pathway steps becoming bro- 
ken) it may take several generations of 
crosses to find white varieties that work 
well. Whites that have a damaged DFR or 
ANS reactive agent gene recipe would work 
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the best for allowing the yellow pigment to 
have access to more naringenin. Whites from 
a damaged CHS or CHI would not work, as 
they would also prevent the yellow 
flavonoid branches. 


The journey to a bright yellow African violet 
may be a long one, but | am very hopeful that 
one day we will have them in all the wonderful 
shapes and sizes of the African violet blossoms 
we love. The flavonoid pathway shows that 
it could be possible, and so | will continue 
cross-pollinating and growing seeds in the 
hope that there is a mutation that increases the 
concentration of what we have or opens 
another branch of yellow flavonoids that 
together creates a brighter yellow color. 
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Frosted Denim 


Hybridized by: S. Sorano 
Grown by: Kathy Lahti 
Miniature 
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Not To Wick — 


A Road Less Traveled 


By Paul Kilroy 


Email: onpilgrimage8512@yahoo.com 


Back east, my prior experience with hav- 
ing to maintain a large collection of plants 
was primarily with species gesneriads and 
aroids that were grown under glass. Since 
conservatories that house tropicals are gen- 
erally rather balmy affairs, wicking plants (at 
least back then) never seemed to have been 
a choice for keeping collections under glass 
adequately watered. 


Living in the arid Southwest and growing 
plants in a home environment, however, is a 
new journey that began about four years 
ago for me. What | quickly realized was that 
one needs to be very proactive about basic 
growing requirements such as maintaining 
appropriate humidity and light levels. In 
glasshouses where African violets or other 
gesneriads are maintained, oft times the easy 
remedy for a plant that may not be doing so 
well might simply be moving it from its 
current location on the bench to some other. 
Household gesneriad culture, however, pro- 
vides rather a list of challenges that must 
be more calculatingly addressed in order to 
achieve good results with one’s collection. 


It was early on that | worked out the humid- 
ity issue (got a nice, big evaporative humidi- 
fier that keeps both my plants and my 
stringed instruments quite happy), and | think 
| have finally figured out what the deal is with 
growing under these new LED lights. However, 
another of the more important aspects of 
plant care — watering — is something that 
took me a while to get a handle on. 


32 


I’ve found that there 
are several benefits 
in top watering, 


however, which do 


end up saving me 


time in the long run. 


In the submontane rainforests of East Africa, 
most species African violets are frequently 
found growing in places such as on the root 
flares of trees and on limestone rock facings 
in particular. The rainwater they eventually 
receive comes down to them through all 
the levels of the tree canopies under which 
they live: first through the uppermost por- 
tion referred to as the overstory, then 
through the canopy itself, then the under- 
story, then lastly through the shrub layer to 
finally arrive at the forest floor. 


While filtering its way down to the shrub 
layer and floor where most African violets 
are found growing, this rainwater picks up 
and carries along with it in faint solution 
whatever it may happen to encounter on 
the way — dissolved bird droppings, dead 
insects and insect castings, decaying plant 
material, animal feces and more. This weak 
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“fertilizer” solution eventually arrives where 
the plants grow, landing on their leaf sur- 
faces as well as on the thin layer of moss, 
algae or lichen which comprises the basic 
substrate skinning the limestone outcrop- 
pings where these plants are found. Rain- 
water that is not absorbed by the plants 
through their foliage or scant root systems 
simply keeps on passing downward and 
away from the plants and their root zones, 
so there is not much of a chance of any 
buildup of Mother Nature’s fertilizer in the 
plant’s immediate growing environment. 


Enter the home grower’s wick-watering sys- 
tem. Admittedly, there are many benefits to 
a wick-watering setup for the plants we love 
to grow. Otherwise, the practice of it would 
not be so widely embraced. When moisture 
availability to the root ball is regulated 
properly, both fertilizer and water is sup- 
plied to the plant in a consistently beneficial 
manner. 


When | first began growing indoors, | ini- 
tially set up all my plants — African violets 
and other gesneriads — on wick. My hope 
was that wick watering would save me time 
(I still work 40+ hours) and also for the 
aforementioned reason that my _ plants 
would benefit from consistently available 
moisture and fertilizer. My biggest hope, 
however, was that it would be a time saver. 


Well, you can imagine more than a few of 
my first wick-watered plants soon met 
their sodden end when | realized the wick 
setup | created was keeping some of them 
too wet, despite my super-light potting 
mix. A few others just withered when the 
wick — for whatever reason — decided to 
stop drawing water. Eventually, | became 
more skillful at regulating moisture uptake 
with this wicking arrangement and lost far 
fewer plants, but | also realized wicking 
wasn’t really saving me any time. One way 
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or another, the greater part of one day each 
week was spent with me having to take 
each plant in hand and refill the reservoir 
(| might as well have just been top water- 
ing, as each week | was pouring water 
into something — either the plant directly 
or else its reservoir — and it was easier 
to just water the plant). 


Then, of course, there was the eventual algae 
buildup in the reservoirs that supposedly 
required cleaning (my easy and time-saving 
solution for this issue was to just decide | 
liked algae). Fertilizer buildup became a 
problem over time, however, as did the 
increasing acidity soilless mixes are prone 
to as they age and decay — something that 
can eventually be detrimental to many 
plants. 


The day came when | made a radical deci- 
sion about my plants, mostly because | did 
not find wicking my plants to be much of 
a time saver. | pulled all my violets off 
wick and put the minis under domes. | 
de-wicked most of my gesneriads as well. 
After a few initial fits and starts, | finally 
had my grow stands organized well enough 
so that (perhaps thanks to my humidifier) 
my plants could generally go a week 
between waterings — the domes keeping 
the smaller potted plants from desiccating. 


Eventually, | put my analytical mind to work 
to try and understand why top watering, for 
me, seemed to be resulting in plants that 
grew better and stayed happy in their pots 
longer. My scientific theory might appear to 
be quite slender to more informed minds, 
but what | seem to have come up with is as 
follows. 


Top watering your plants supplies moisture 
and nutrients to plants just as Mother 
Nature does — from the top down. Water/ 
nutrients pass right through the substrate 
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and root system, then onward and away 
from the plant out through the bottom of 
the pot. 


The reason why the Dead Sea is dead is 
because water and mineral solutes are 
always flowing into it, having no other 
option but to accumulate since there is 
no exit place for it to flow out again. 
So, too, with plants on wick. Soluble fer- 
tilizer is always flowing up into the root 
zone — and staying there. | have found 
that fertilizer buildup seems to be far less 
of a problem anymore because when | 
top water, it is only passing through, with 
much of the solute fertilizer going right 
along with it (though | still legitimately leach 
my plants once in a while just the same 
by running clear tap water through the 
soil — especially during the hot summer 
months). 


Increasing acidity of an aging soilless pot- 
ting mix also seems to have slowed to a 
good degree by top watering. What | do is 
lightly top-dress the surface of the soil of 
my plants about once every three to four 
months with a good pinch or two of dolomitic 
limestone. It gets watered in from the top 
and seems to mitigate the acidity buildup 
to a great degree. | have a few AVs and other 
gesneriads that traditionally would benefit 
from being repotted every three to four 
months, but it has been almost 16 months 
now for some of them being in the same 
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pot — a little leggy perhaps, but happy, 
blooming and evidencing no ill effects. (I don’t 
know how solid my science is here, but | 
don’t discuss my theories with my plants.) 


One last thing | will also mention is that 
as a preventative measure, | dose all my 
plants — all of them — once every four 
months with Marathon 1% Granular insecti- 
cide. Yes, | know there is discussion about 
strains of thrips developing that become 
resistant to consistent use of a product like 
this. After one small bout with a thrips 
infestation approximately four years ago, 


however, | have dosed my plants three 
times annually ever since, and | have 
never seen another thrips. Once again, 


because | top water, Marathon can be 
lightly worked into the soil surface, where 
it will be carried into the root ball each 
time the plant is top watered. 


In closing, | would agree that the choice 
to top water a large collection of plants 
is a road less traveled, as the great pre- 
ponderance of African violet and gesneriad 
growers today prefer to set their plants on 
wick. I’ve found that there are several ben- 
efits in top watering, however, which do end 
up saving me time in the long run. | am 
not repotting so often due to less rapid fer- 
tilizer salt and soil acidity buildup, and | can 
dose my plants when needed with Marathon 
or dolomitic limestone easily — | just water 
it in! 
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Our Hybridizing Journey 


By Irina Kabanova and Elena Trofimenko 


Email: 9260777 @list.ru 


Irina Kabanova and Elena Trofimenko are 
two gesneriad hybridizers in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, who have worked together for years. 
They used to focus on Streptocarpus but 
now hybridize mostly African violets. Here 
are their thoughts about selecting plants, 
naming varieties and much more. —Vladimir 
Kalgin 


Background; Teaming Up for 

New Varieties 

In 2007, there were only two hybridizers of 
Streptocarpus in Russia: Viacheslav Para- 
monov and the Violets Center, headed by 
Galina Puzyreva. By that time, our collection 
consisted of about three dozen varieties. 
We decided to start hybridizing our own 
plants and began experimenting with the 
Silvia variety (hybridized by Bent Nielsen, 
Denmark). A year later, we received the 
world’s first hybrids from this unusual 
orchid-like variety. 


Seedling 22 
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Seedling 23 

When we had about a hundred seed pods 
sown, we were faced with the fact that our 
growing area began to run out. Our American 
colleagues Ralph and Olive Robinson, as well 
as Polish hybridizer Piotr Kleschinski, shared 
that they dispose of excess seedlings. This 
seemed like a good decision, as an overabun- 
dance of seedlings from previous crosses 
does not allow us to move on. However, we 
chose to “freeze” some of the excessive 
containers. The seedlings reach a certain 
size and no longer grow, but they also do 
not deteriorate. We keep them because that 
way, you can always go back to a previous 
experiment if the first flourishing seedlings 
have shown themselves to be the best. 


But when the number of crosses became 
more than three hundred, the problem of 
shortage returned. That’s when we came up 
with a new idea for what to do with our 
many plants. 
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In parallel with the hybridizing work, we held 
shows and lectures at our store/club, the 
Nevsky House of Violets. We gave lectures 
every week, and one day, we came up with 
an idea to combine hybridizing and master 
classes. There are enthusiastic collectors 
who love and want to grow flowers, and we 
have hundreds of seedlings in containers. 
Why didn’t we team up? 


We began to repot seedlings so everyone 
could take seedlings home, provided that 
later they would show us the flowering. If a 
worthy candidate for a new variety turned 
up, we were supposed to be given a frag- 
ment of a leaf. After checking to make sure 
the variety was stable, we would give the 
new variety a name together. 


Thr wl 


A group meets at the Nevsky House of Violets 

to repot African violet plantlets. Elena Trofimenko 
is pictured to the right and is wearing a black 
T-shirt. 


Growers liked the idea, and we _ were 
delighted that many seedlings got a chance 
to become a new variety. Several of our 
varieties were born thanks to our sharing of 
seedlings. Among them are KT-Amber Room 
(grown by Irina Danilina) and KT-Cartier 
(grown by Anna Fedash). 
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In 2020, the pandemic made us adjust our 
work. We had to close the Nevsky House of 
Violets and the seedling sharing moved to the 
internet. Monitoring the flowering of a variety 
when it is kept in different conditions and 
describing this process is an invaluable help 
to growers. Social networks also allow you to 
keep a diary of your observations online. 


When we realized this, we were very inspired 
and came up with a project called 
Hybridizing.Online, which can be viewed at 
www.vk.com/selectionline. Through our social 
networking page, we consult and conduct 
joint selection of seedlings. We listen to the 
opinion of growers and try to capture their 
desires and moods. 


Today, we are very picky about which seed- 
lings we grow out. We discard about 90%. But 
we do not throw away seedlings that have 
not become named varieties. The main func- 
tion of flowers is to give people joy, and 
whether violets have a name or not is com- 
pletely unimportant for many people. We put 
a piece of our soul into every plant we grow, 
and we absolutely do not mind that they con- 
tinue their journey at someone’s home. 


Columneas and African Violets 

In 2014, we pollinated columneas and intro- 
duced four new varieties: KT-Elena, KT-Irina, 
KT-Tatiana and KT-Lyudochka. They are char- 
acterized by rapid growth and large flowers. 


Since about 2017, we have been interested in 
hybridizing African violets. Our varieties 
should grow quickly and have abundant, 
large flowers. These qualities are possessed 
by the variety Humako Inches (Humako), 
which has become the progenitor of many of 
our varieties. 


We wished for a variegated leaf on our 
hybrids and received three varieties in 
the first cross: KT-Norilsk, KT-Mozdok and 
KT-Novosibirsk, named in honor of our home- 
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towns. Humako Inches gave the seedlings 
good size but slightly spoiled the rosette and 
shape of the petals. Now, we are working on 
making the flowers acquire a ruffle and more 
beautiful shape. 


KT-Novosibirsk 
Recently, we have been focused on fantasy 
flowers with variegated leaves and are paying 
special attention to the beauty of the varie- 
gated rosette. The ideal for us is the Apache 
Freedom variety (J. Munk). We try to give our 
variegated leaves the same beautiful foliage. 


We love the pure light blue color of violets 
very much. We have two such varieties: KT- 
Goluboi Schenok and KT-Tanzanit. We are also 
looking for a bright cobalt color. The varieties 
KT-Lazurit, KT-Kuzbass and KT-Je T’aime came 
as close as possible to it. One of our most 
elegant varieties is KT-lunost’ Moia. 


Growing and Propagating 

Approximately two years or more pass from 
pollination to flowering. To speed up this 
process, we plant seedlings in a very loose, 
disinfected peat substrate that comes from 
pressed briquettes. This helps the roots 
develop faster. Once every two weeks, we 
spray them with a weak solution of stimu- 
lators. Stimulators affect the development 
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of flower buds and suckers, which is impor- 
tant for the propagation of the seedlings. 


After the first interesting flowering, we look 
at another plant to see if flowering of the 
new variety is consistent, put leaf cuttings 
for rooting and separate the suckers if there 
are any. We came up with the idea of cut- 
ting the suckers into two parts along the 
stem with a scalpel. Thus, one sucker makes 
two plants. This is how chimeras can be 
propagated. 


New Foliage Types? 

Modern hybridization of African violets results 
in different types of foliage. In our opinion, it 
is necessary to continue the classification of 
foliage shapes because the appearance of 
new types is inevitable. For example, when 
crossing varieties with ordinary foliage and 
foliage of the girl type, some of the seedlings 
were between these two types, so they could 
no longer be called girl. What is it now? 
Semigirl? 


Take the variety KT-Shaman. It and a number 
of other seedlings from similar crosses had 
foliage with signs of the longifolia type, but it 
cannot be called longifolia. We would call it 
semilongifolia, but since there is no such type 
of foliage in the classification, we indicate in 
the description of the variety that “it has 
signs of longifolia.” 


The same thing happens with variegated 
foliage. We are observing the variety KT-Videli 
Noch. Its foliage has variations of the Tommy 
Lou and crown type. We really want to get 
the foliage type that we call girl longifolia. 
We pollinated several of our seedlings with 
longifolia and girl foliage. We’ll see what 
happens. 


For the last two years, we have been success- 
fully crossing our varieties and seedlings with 
the Rivermist fantasy varieties. It is unusual in 
that light spots sometimes present on the 
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back of the leaves. Is this another new type 
of foliage? 


ey, 

KT-Videli Noch 
Selection by Growers 

Almost twenty years after the introduction of 
new varieties, some have been lost. We 
search for them, find them in other cities, 
receive them by mail and are very happy 
when we manage to restore an old variety 
in our collection. But some varieties have 
sunk into oblivion. What does it mean? Col- 
lectors grew it, they were not impressed 
with the variety and it faded away. Should 
we be upset? No, because it means that 
more interesting, higher-quality varieties 
have appeared. 


Hybridizing is the most exciting activity in 
our lives. Unfortunately, when planning 
crosses, we can only roughly imagine the 
final result since the origin of the varieties 
is unknown. If there were a register of the 
origin of the variety, the work would become 
more interesting, productive and predictable. 
We are monitoring several generations of 
our seedlings, crossing them with different 
varieties (including our own) and fixing the 
desirable traits. We managed to achieve 
almost 100% repeatability of fantasy in the 
KT-Shaman variety, since our seedlings with 
puff fantasy were its parents. It turns out 
that the trait was fixed. This makes further 
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work with this variety even more interesting, 
because the fixed feature transmits well to 
the next generations. 


KT-Shaman 


Registering Varieties 

Unfortunately, there is no unified register of 
varieties like AVSA’s First Class in Russia, so 
the responsibility for classification lies with 
the hybridizers. Everything is important: ori- 
gin, description, photo, year of introduction, 
possible sports, personal observations of the 
variety. Even if a hybridizer’s own variety is 
lost in the collection and the planting mate- 
rial is not available for sale, the variety must 
be in the hybridizer’s catalog. We should 
remember that our hybridizing work is aimed 
at growers. When obtaining our hybrids, the 
grower wants to know the author’s descrip- 
tion of the variety. It is a pity that many 
hybridizers neglect this important rule and 
remove descriptions of their previous hybrids 
from their catalogs. 


Plant Names 

To save a valuable resource — time — we try 
to give our varieties short names. Even with 
the advent of mini printers for making labels, 
we often write labels manually, and long 
names are not very convenient when we have 
to repot a large number of babies. 


The names of the new varieties are given with 
meaning and carry a positive charge or 
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special meaning. Recently, there has been a 
fashion for authentic Russian names in Russia 
and we will be happy to present in 2024 the 
varieties KT-Khorovod and KT-Berezon’ka 
along with the varieties we love from previous 
years: KT-Pushkin, KT-Vladimir Vysotsky, KT- 
Mendeleev’s Table, KT-Zhuravli, KT-Kuzbass 
and others. But the culture of other countries 
is very interesting, so among our varieties 
there are KT-Gelato, KT-Je T’aime and others 
that remind us of the wonderful days spent 
traveling. 


KT-Khorovod 
How are names born? These can be words 
from poems, songs or just associations. Real- 
izing our responsibility as hybridizers, we 
try to provide for all the nuances and make 
collecting plants a more enjoyable activity. 


Our Dream 

The dream of every hybridizer is to introduce 
a variety similar to which there is none. We 
can say with confidence that among all our 
varieties today, KT-Lost Cherry has the most 
recognizable look due to its shape and color: 
a mix of blue and bright pink, fantasy and 
watercolor. 
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African violets are changeable. The result of 
hybridization and mutations is completely 
unpredictable and therefore much like gam- 
bling. From the field of fiction, we dream of 
bringing out a violet with a changing color — 
not just fading out but changing, for exam- 
ple, from blue to pink as the flowers age 
(there are such varieties of Streptocarpus). Or 
a violet with a pleasant aroma. If you think 
this is impossible, remem-ber that before 
1965 violets had only green leaves! 


Future Plans 

In the coming years, we plan to introduce Sin- 
ningia speciosas of our own hybridization. We 
will work on shortening the peduncles and 
trunk of the gloxinia rosette so that the type 
of growth and color of florists’ gloxinia resem- 
ble violets. We continue to pollinate Strepto- 
carpus and African violets. 


The Congress of Hybridizers 

We live in a happy time when the hybridiza- 
tion of gesneriads has acquired a truly large- 
scale importance. The House of Violets in 
Moscow plays a leading role in this, holding 
invaluable Hybridizers’ Congresses twice a 
year. We are proud to be participants of each 
Congress, where we prepare a presentation 
and show the results of our work over the 
past six months. 


After returning from Moscow, talking with 
other hybridizers and seeing their new vari- 
eties, we are inspired and start working 
with triple strength! Thanks to Vladimir and 
Tatiana Kalgin for the unique opportunity 
to be part of a huge network of gesneriad 
fans in Russia. 
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Family Portrait: 


Streptocarpus ‘Haru no Mizu’ 
By Mel Grice 


Email: melsgrice@ gmail.com 


Streptocarpus ‘Haru no Mizu’ is not as This outstanding variety comes to us from 
showy as some of the Russian and Ukrainian Toshijiro Okuto, Kakogawa, Japan. It has 
varieties that are popular today, but it will Streptocarpus kentaniensis, S. johannis and 
reward you with almost constant blooms. S. meyeri in its background. 


Streptocarpus ‘Haru no Mizu’. Photo credit: Bob Stewart. 
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‘Haru no Mizu’ is a seasonal word found in 
a Japanese Haiku poem that means “stream 
in spring.” Purple blooms with dark purple 
pencil-thin lines radiate from the white 
throat onto the face. It always produces a 
bouquet of blooms above compact, flat- 
growing medium green foliage. It begins 
blooming at a very early age, so you must 
be careful to trim off early blooms so that 
it does not bloom itself to death before 
enough leaves are grown. | know this 
sounds painful to those wanting blooms, but 
you will be rewarded later on with almost 
constant blooms. 


Streptocarpus thrive in conditions that are 
very similar to African violets. However, 
there are some differences. Streptocarpus 
need a little more light to flower well. Two 
T-8 tubes or LEDs placed a little bit higher 
above the plants work well for me. Pale, 
bleached leaves mean that the plants are 
probably getting too much light if there is 
not a nutrition problem. Streptocarpus can 
tolerate much cooler temperatures than 
African violets, but they grow and flower best 
at room temperature. They suffer when tem- 
peratures exceed 80 degrees F just like 
African violets. 


Streptocarpus like to be fed with a commercial 
water-soluble fertilizer at the rate of 1/8 
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teaspoon per gallon of water every time 
you water. What is sold commercially as 
tomato fertilizer (18-18-21) works well for 
me. | use reverse-osmosis water to avoid 
the buildup of salts in the potting mix. 
Many expert growers water their streptocar- 
pus plants by hand, making sure to pour 
off any excess water that remains in the 
saucer that the plants have not absorbed. 
Streptocarpus do not grow in swamp-like con- 
ditions. They do like to dry out a bit 
between waterings. Streptocarpus may get 
too dry and wilt a couple of times, but too 
many instances of leaf collapse will result 
in damaged leaves. 


| use a very open potting mix (Pro-Mix HP) 
that has a lot of perlite (about 50%) added 
to it. This allows for a lot of air circula- 
tion at the roots. Streptocarpus like to be 
potted high up in the pot so that the crown 
of leaves does not sit in water. Basically, 
make a moat around the crown. Repot your 
plants often with fresh soil and they will 
reward you. Unfortunately, | seldom seem to 
get around to this as often as | should. But 
when | do, | am rewarded with a wealth of 
showy blooms. 


| recommend S. ‘Haru no Mizu’ to you since it 
blooms well and doesn’t take up much room 
on a light stand. 


JOIN TODAY! 


Learn more at 
africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 


(409) 839-4725 


P.O. Box 22417 
Beaumont, TX 77720 
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Support AVSA’s 


Commercial Members 


By Kathy Bell 


Email: commercials @avsa.org 


AVSA’s Commercial members are wonder- 
ful people who are a lot of fun and have a 
wealth of information. They have beautiful 
plants for us to purchase, along with the 
flowerpots, soil, fertilizers and all kinds of 
merchandise we need. 


What does it take to become a Commercial 
vendor with AVSA? All you need to do is 
purchase a Commercial membership. You 
don’t have to hybridize, although there is a 
need for hybridizers. You can propagate or 
sell supplies or other violet-related items. If 
you are thinking about becoming an AVSA 
Commercial member and have questions, 
feel free to contact me. 


Below is a list of our current Commercial 
vendors. You can use this list to order plants 
and/or supplies, as most of the Commercials 
ship. A few of them are open to the public, 
but if you want to make a trip to visit them, 
be sure to contact them first. Not all of them 
are set up for visitors and those that are 
could be by appointment only. 


® Appalachian Violets 

Hannah Lail 

Newport, NC 

(828) 256-1952 
AppalachianViolets@gmail.com 
www.ebay.com/str/catawbavalleyvioletry 


® Black Oak Violets 

Marie Glass 

Paradise, PA 

(717) 940-4640 
blackoakstudio@comcast.net 
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® Bloomin’ Jungle 

Linda Rowe 

Red Creek, NY 

(315) 887-0272 
bloominjungle@frontiernet.net 
www.ebay.com/usr/bloominjungle 


® Christopher Violets 

Brent Scheuerman 

Shawnee Mission, KS 

(913) 908-0700 

(913) 738-9955 
christopherviolets@yahoo.com 
www.christopherviolets.com 


® Dave's Violets 
David Harris 
Springfield, MO 

(417) 887-8904 
plantman57@att.net 
www.davesviolets.com 


® Dew Violet 

Li Huang 

Shoreline, WA 

(860) 256-9623 
dewbebew@gmail.com 
www.dewviolet.com 


® Enchanted Gardens 

Heidi Dillenbeck 

Delanson, NY 

(518) 895-6054 

heidisviolets@gmail.com 
www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com 


® Fancy Bloomers 

Donna Brining 

Hammonton, NJ 
donnabrining@fancy-bloomers.com 
www.fancy-bloomers.com 
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® Glenda’s House of 
Violets/Ambrosia Violets 
Glenda Williams 

McDade, TX 

(512) 988-1918 
ambrosiaviolets@gmail.com 
www.ghviolets.com 


® Hajner Hybrids 

Kathy Hajner 

Granbury, TX 

(720) 560-3904 
hajnerhybrids@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/hajnerhybrids 


® Hill Country African Violets & Nursery 
Ken Froboese 

Boerne, TX 

(830) 249-2614 

hcav@beecreek.net 
www.hcavandnursery.com 


® JoS Violets 

Joanne Schrimsher 
Victoria, TX 

(361) 575-1344 
plants@josviolets.com 
www.josviolets.com 


® Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses 
Paul Sorano 

Dolgeville, NY 

(315) 429-8291 
info@lyndonlyon.com 
www.lyndonlyon.com 


® Maril Products (Physan 20) 
Tom and Anne Whitehair 

Tustin, CA 

(714) 544-7711 
physan@earthlink.net 
www.physan.com 


® Mishka’s Blooms 
Maria George 

Redmond, OR 

(541) 350-8783 
mishkas195@gmail.com 
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® Mueller’s Greenhouses 
Arnold W. Mueller 

Vista, CA 

(760) 758-3970 


® Nadeau African Violet Seeds 
Ronn Nadeau 

St. Louis, MO 

(314) 853-7993 

avseeds@yahoo.com 
www.nadeausafricanvioletseeds.com 


® Neil’s Streps 

Dennis Miller 

Lyle, MN 

(507) 440-6130 
Leo5699@aol.com 
www.ebay.com/str/neilsstreps 


® Patty’s Plants and Antiques 

Patricia Daniel 

Winfield, KS 

(620) 402-6282 

patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
www.ebay.com/usr/pattysplantsandantiques 


® Peacock Cottage/Dandy Pots 
Laura Perdomo 

Silver Springs, FL 

(352) 625-6467 
thepeacockcottage@gmail.com 
www.dandypot.com 


® Perfect Petals at Old Homestead Farm 
BJ Ohme 

Arcadia, NE 

(402) 314-8815 

kiwidazzler@hotmail.com 


® Rolling Ridge Rosettes 
Elmer Godeny 

Brenham, TX 

(918) 804-7308 
rollingridgerosettes@gmail.com 


® Summer Joy Silver 
Summer Holladay 

Waring, TX 

(830) 328-1268 
summerjoysilver@gmail.com 
www.summerjoysilver.com 
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® Travis’ Violets 
Travis Davis 
Ochlocknee, GA 
tviolets@aol.com 


® Tropical World Nursery 
Bruce Pearson 

Loxahatchee Groves, FL 

(561) 907-1848 
www.tropicalwrld@gmail.com 


® VDM Designs 

Los Angeles, CA 
Qltb1958@aol.com 

(310) 994-7958 
www.instagram.com/vdm.designs 
www.etsy.com/shop/truelyterrific 


© Violet Barn 
Ralph Robinson 
Naples, NY 

(585) 374-8592 
lucy@violetbarn.com 
www.violetbarn.com 


® Violet Supply (Arcadia Greenhouse) 
Linzie Chabot 

Madison, OH 

linzie@violetsupply.com 
www.violetsupply.com 


§ Violets & More 
Naomi Martin 
Waynesboro, PA 
(717) 762-4130 


Aeschynanthus ‘Tiger’ 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky Grown by: Tammy Dubois 
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Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


N-Mlechnyi Put’ 


Hybridized by: N. Berdnikova 
Grown by: Marge Farrand 
Miniature 
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Save the Date for the 2025 
AVSA National Convention 


By Randy G. Deutsch 


Email: fundraising @avsa.org 


Mark your calendars now! You will want to 
save May 25 through June 2 as the time for a 
trip to Kansas City, Missouri, for the AVSA 
National Convention for 2025. 


This is the third time the Kansas City area 
has hosted the national convention over 
the years, and we hope to make this one 
another very memorable event for you. 
You will be hosted by the Missouri Valley 
African Violet Council, Sho-Me African Violet 
Club and African Violet Club of Greater 
Kansas City. 


Kansas City is the home of the Worlds of 
Fun entertainment complex. With more than 
235 acres, it is the largest amusement park 
and water park in the Midwest. Founded by 
American businessmen Lamar Hunt and Jack 
Steadman, the park opened in 1973 under the 
ownership of Hunt’s company, Mid-America 
Enterprises. Two fun facts: This is the same 
Hunt family that owns the world champion 
Kansas City Chiefs football team, and Mid- 
America is the name given to an African 
violet named by Missouri hybridizer Ruby 
Cox. 


So, we will celebrate “Violets are Worlds of 
Fun” during our convention. We want to take 
this huge theme park’s name and expand 
your thoughts to just how far and wide we 
now celebrate our beloved violets around the 
entire world. What great joy and friendships 
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were built on this plant of ours throughout 
the globe. 


Save May 25 through 


June 2 for the 2025 
AVSA National 
Convention in 


Kansas City. 


The convention will be held on the west side 
of the Missouri River at the DoubleTree by 
Hilton Kansas City-Overland Park hotel, 
located at 10100 College Blvd. in Overland 
Park, Kansas. The hotel is just south and 
west of downtown Kansas City. The hotel 
offers free parking to all of their guests. 


Our members will be working hard in the 
coming months to line up programs, tours 
and, of course, a beautiful showroom full of 
African violets and other gesneriads for all 
to enjoy. Be sure to check future issues of 
African Violet Magazine for more details, 
especially opportunities for shopping and 
dining. We look forward to helping you 
enjoy your stay with us and making this a 
wonderful week together. 
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VIOLETS ARE 
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2025 AVSA 
CONVENTION 


Show and salesroom open to the public: 
Friday, May 30, 2025,9AM-5PM | Saturday, May 31, 2025, 9AM~- 3PM 
$5 admission fee 
DoubleTree by Hilton Kansas City-Overland Park 
10100 College Boulevard | Overland Park, KS 66210 <g0URl Mi, 
KY 


Hosted by: 3 
Missouri Valley African Violet Council, Sho-Me African Violet Club and ‘G ‘ 
African Violet Club of Greater Kansas City "Lig of 
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African Violet 


China Hutch Upcycle 


By Cilene Magnine 


Email: cilenez@gmail.com 


| don’t know about you, but | believe 
there is nothing more stunning than a hutch 
filled with beautiful china and crystal. So, | 
decided to convert one for my miniature 
African violets. 


| found the upper part of a china hutch for 
free on Facebook Marketplace. It was miss- 
ing glass sides, a door and the glass shelves, 
which was no big deal. All it needed was a 
base. When using a whole china cabinet, one 
has storage below for supplies. 


| choose to use pegboard (smooth side up) as 
the shelves for better air flow between the 
levels. | removed the sides, panels and glass 
doors as well. If you prefer the look of glass, 
silicone is a great alternative that is less 
likely to break. 


Waterproofing your cabinet, especially if it’s 
Formica or wood paneling, is a must. A quick 
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coat or two of polyurethane will do the 
trick. If you wish to change the color of 
your cabinet or wallpaper the back wall, do 
so before you apply the polyurethane. 


Fans can be added easily to improve air cir- 
culation. | used electric cooling fans and 
mounted them to the hutch using Velcro 
strips attached with Gorilla Glue. This makes 
it easier to adjust the air movement and 
clean the fans. 


My old LED lights were 6500K natural daylight 
fixtures. | needed to fine tune my setup more 
for miniatures with variegated foliage. | 
chose LED strip lights — one strip of 3000K 
warm and one strip of 6000K cool. | 
installed them using U-channel brackets and 
wiring docks. | used wire zip ties to attach 
the snap-in brackets to my _ pegboard 
shelves. On the top shelf, | simply used the 
screws provided with the snap-in brackets 
to attach them to the inside of the top. 
The light fixtures are 8 to 9 inches away 
from the top of the African violets and are 
powered with a 12-volt power supply. 


After everything was wired up, | tested the 
lights and secured them in place. Tucking 
away any loose wires made for a much 
cleaner look. 


| placed the hutch on my dresser in my bed- 
room. Ithas been up and running for about 
two years now. | like having everything in 
one place, and it makes a beautiful focal 
point in the room. The con is that it has 
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limited space for plants, and | must keep a fan 
going in the room for air circulation or 
powdery mildew will form on the plants. 


One side note: Be careful with new lights. 
They can be too strong at first. My old bulbs 
were not putting out the appropriate K level, 
and | worried the new light might shock the 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


foliage. Using a timer, | started with two hours 
of light in the morning and two hours late 
in the day. In 10 days, | bumped one to three 
hours. | waited to bump the other time to 
three hours. Over several months, | worked 
up to having the lights on a timer set for 10 
hours on, 14 hours off. 


Sinningia helleri 


Grown by: Johnnie Berry 
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What a Good Sport! 


By Kathy Brewster 


Email: kathyrbrewster@ gmail.com 


How much beauty can be revealed through 
one plant species. 


African violets have been my passion for over 
two decades — ever since my first grocery 
store plant and the first African violet show | 
attended, which was hosted by the First Austin 
African Violet Society. The African violets 
grown by Susan Kautz, a fellow club member, 
inspired me to plunge deeply into this hobby. 
| was both amazed and challenged as | beheld 
such beauty. 


| was told that African violets could be ordered 
online. | was mesmerized when | found Blue- 
bird Greenhouse and all the varieties of plants 
they sold. | decided to order some leaves. 


When 200 leaves arrived, | followed their 
instructions precisely and was rewarded with 
600 plants in the months to come. 


My husband was away on an overseas mili- 
tary assignment, so | transformed our master 
bathroom into a greenhouse that produced 
the most marvelous plants. Upon returning 
home, my husband decided that our bathroom 
was not the ideal place for a greenhouse, so 
he built me one. 


What a good sport! 


| later purchased a beautiful chimera called 
The Alps. For me, this was a whole new world. 
Over the years, | propagated this plant and the 
results were amazing. The first transformation 
was in the leaves, which changed to a lighter 
green. Also, the blooms became white. | later 
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learned that a plant like this already existed 
and was registered as Minstrel Rowena Elaine 
by Rich Follett. 


What a good sport! 


Over the years, | began seeing more trans- 
formations in my plants. The majestic white 
blossoms of the sport began to double. On 
another The Alps plant, | began to see faint 
stripes of pink down the middle of the light 
blue pinwheel stripe. With this addition of 
pink, it made it a good sport. 


Introducing BEAU BEAU 

The most magnificent transformation of The 
Alps came in 2021, when | decapitated one of 
my beautiful plants with the hopes of pro- 
pagating many more. | carefully planted the 
crown and applied Keiki cloning paste sparsely 
within the cavity of the decapitated plant. 
Secured in a sealed plastic container beneath 
grow lights, | patiently waited. 


Weeks later, | decided to take a quick peek to 
see how the little mouse ears were progres- 
sing. | was shocked to see that one had pro- 
duced a bloom stalk with the most incredible 
flower already in bloom. A totally new plant 
emerged. Here is my description: Double 
chimera white pansy/light blue stripe. Medium 
green, plain, quilted. Standard. 


| am calling this new plant BEAU BEAU (pro- 
nounced bo bo), which is French for “beautiful 
beautiful.” It seemed like an appropriate name 
for the most exquisite violet | have ever grown. 
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For the next three years, | continued to propa- 
gate my sport of The Alps. Today, three gener- 
ations later, | have many plants still blooming 
true. It’s time to register this beauty with 
hopes that it soon will fill many homes with 
double the beauty of The Alps. 


What a good sport! 


| can’t wait to see what else awaits. 


AVSA Drinkware 


Order Yours Now! 
AVSA has contracted with MD Engraving (Sioux Falls, 
SD), to bring you customizable drinkware products. 


Perfect for the office or growing room. Great gift for 
outgoing officers or judges! 


FEATURES 

@ High quality double-insulated 
stainless steel drinkware maintains 
beverage temperature 

@ Hand wash - easy to clean 

¢ Available in many styles and colors 

@ Optional lid choice 


CUSTOMIZABLE (no extra cost) 
@ Choose one of three AVSA logos or 
submit your own affiliate logo 


@ Add a second image to the reverse 
side 

@ Add a name personalization 

@ Many options available 


Place group order and save on shipping. 
Orders over $110.01 shipped free! 


See details and place orders at 
mdengravinggifts.com/avsa-orders.html 


Proceeds benefit the 
African Violet Society of America Inc. 
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Fund Reports for 


January/February 2024 
By Randy G. and Carla Deutsch 


Email: fundraising @avsa.org 


Anne & Frank Tinari 

Endowment Fund: $250 

The Anne & Frank Tinari Endowment Fund 
supports the long-term stability of the society. 


& $100 to $199 
Chuck Bingham, Altoona, WI 


M $25 to $49 
Rebecca McMeel, Houma, LA 


@ Under $25 

Dorothy Charron, Winter Springs, FL 
Jill Fischer, Farmville, VA 

Sue Haffner, Clovis, CA 

Linda Inabinette, Holly Hill, SC 
Mueller’s Greenhouses, Vista, CA 
Marion Martin, Westfield, NJ 

Suet Lai Rosetta, Hong Kong 

Pam Schwager, Neligh, NE 

Martin Wright, Williamsville, NY 


Barbara Burde Endowment Fund: $60 
The Barbara Burde Endowment Fund supports 
the society’s long-term needs in technology. 


@ $25 to $49 
AVS of Philadelphia, PA 

(In honor of Sandy Skalski’s program) 
Rebecca McMeel, Houma, LA 


@ Under $25 
Mueller’s Greenhouses, Vista, CA 


Booster Donations: $1,653 
Booster Donations support AVSA’s ongoing 
general expenses. 


§ $300 to $399 
Sylvia Singh, Tiburon, CA 
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§ $200 to $299 

Lorraine Hilfer, Royalton, OH 

Michael Jackson, Fultondale, AL 
(In memory of Pat Hancock) 


§ $100 to $199 
Delaware AVS, DE 
First AVS of Dallas, TX 
North Star AV Council, MN 
Tampa AVS, FL 
(In memory of Pat Hancock) 


& $50 to $99 
Roger Crickenberger, Clayton, NC 
Carol Semrau, Ramsey, MN 


M $25 to $49 

Grace Bailey, Virginia Beach, VA 
William Hearne, Dublin, CA 
Lorraine Hilfer, Royalton, OH 
Shirley Jones, Piqua, OH 

Kathy Lahti, Annandale, MN 
Rebecca McMeel, Houma, LA 
Susanne Sacco, Tucson, AZ 
Deborah Tucker, Prior Lake, MN 
Charlotte Wolfe, Ann Arbor, MI 


@ Under $25 

Susan Anderson, Phoenix, AZ 
Lynn Campo, Hamden, CT 
Angelo Cardanini, Camino, CA 
Margaret Crawford, Barnstable, MA 
Penny Eggleston, Vancouver, WA 
Susan Hanna, Harleysville, PA 
James Matula, Cape Coral, FL 
James Matula, Cape Coral, FL 
Mueller’s Greenhouses, Vista, CA 
Amanda Page, Bloomington, IN 
Kenneth Rein, Saint Paul, MN 
Suet Lai Rosetta, Hong Kong 
Pam Schwager, Neligh, NE 
Glenn Shelton, Pinellas Park, FL 
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Boyce Edens Research Fund: $110 
The Boyce Edens Research Fund supports 
research and scholarships. 


@ $25 to $49 

Grace Bailey, Virginia Beach, VA 
Frank Latour, Nashua, NH 
Rebecca McMeel, Houma, LA 


® Under $25 

Cheryl Dalton, Westerville, OH 
Marilyn Heinrich, Northport, NY 
Elena Martinez, Miami, FL 
Mueller’s Greenhouses, Vista, CA 


Lollipop Kid 


Hybridized by: S. Sorano 
Grown by: Phillis Hinkle 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky Semiminiature 
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Streptocarpus 
‘Heartland’s 

White Gold’ 
= 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky Grown by: Adrienne “Annie” Rieck 


Primulina ‘Omen’ 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky Grown by: Adrienne “Annie” Rieck 
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APPLICATION TO JOIN 
The African Violet Society of America, Inc. Patrican 
P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 Violet 
409-839-4725 « office@avsa.org veal 
www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org Hikes 
CNewMember [Renewal Membership # 


Membership runs one year from the date paid and includes 
six issues of the African Violet Magazine. Dues are not refundable. 


CH Individual Membership USA ($40) 
OD Individual Digital Membership (Global) USA and International ($32) 
0 Associate Member ($20.50) 
(Must reside with an AVSA member, no magazine included) 
1 International Individual, Canada and Mexico ($60) 
1 International Individual, other than Canada and Mexico ($70) 
O Commercial, Global ($57.50) 
OH Affiliate Chapter, all levels, USA ($40) 
DH Affiliate Chapter, all levels, Canada and Mexico ($60) 
DH Affiliate Chapter, International other than Canada and Mexico ($60) 
C1 Library ($40) 
0 Life Member USA ($1,600) 
0 Life Member Canada and Mexico ($1,800) 
0 Life Member International ($2,000) 


Please print neatly below or apply online at www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/membership 


Date. 
Name Membership 


Mailing Address runs one year 
City from the date paid 
State i Country. and includes six 
Email Address issues of the 

Phone Number. African Violet 
VISA/MC accepted; or make your check payable to AVSA, Inc. Magazine. 

Credit Card # Exp. Date. 

CVV2 Security Code # (last three digits on back of the card) 


Signature 
International applicants not using credit card may pay in US dollars with a draft or check on a USA bank. 
International Postal money orders accepted. Paypal is available with online application. 


Were you encouraged to join AVSA by a particular individual, vendor or group? 
If so, please enter their name here: 


AVSA DONATIONS 


Please indicate the amount of your donation in the blank. 
AVSA is a 501(c)3 organization. 


Booster (general, ongoing expenses of AVSA) B@ R 
Boyce Research Edens (research & scholarships) = 
Barbara Burde Endowment Fund (long-term technology) Merer ucerd beens belfer time to bea Booster 


Anne & Frank Tinari Endowment Fund (long-term stability of AVSA) 
Special instructions: 


OZLLL Sexe! uOWNeag ‘J THZZ XOg ‘O'd * DIO VSAY 0} WINaY 


TOTAL DONATION: $. 
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PAtricon 
Violet 
Society of 
America 


ORDERED BY: (Please Print): 


Address (Include Street Address for UPS): 


City, State or Country, Zip: 


MEMBERSHIP No.: 


Make your check payable to AVSA, Inc. 

VISA/MC accepted on purchases over $25 (on phone 
orders only); or Paypal payments are accepted with 
online orders. 


CREDIT CARD INFORMATION 
CCA: 


ORDER FORM 


The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 


Orders may be mailed using this form, by phone, or placed online. 


Item: Pricing: Member/Public 


MASTER VARIETY LISTS (MVLs) 
138 NEW MVL #16 (2020) 
415 First Class 2 Update Online (1 year) 


CULTURE FOLDERS 


106 Regular version (per 100) 23.00/27.50_ 


BOOKS/PUBLICATIONS 

302 Growers & Judges Handbook (2022) 40.00/80.00 ____ 
436 Growing To Show (08) 20.50/32.00____ 
YOU CAN Grow African Violets by Kent & Joyce Stork . .20.50/24.50___ 
413 Insect & Mite Pests of African Violets 20.00/30.00 ____ 
513 2022 AVSA Calendar’ ».2 30 0.ksincdazaindeeses cia vardednan 5.00_ 
515 2024 AVSA Calendar 

AVM Back Issues 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Exp. Date: 


CVV2 Code: 


109 Show Entry Tags (per 100) 
121 AVSA Neck Wallet 2.0.0.0... 0.00 cece eee cece een neces 7.00 
128. Eyeglass Cleaner sssi3-s0 ccd osisdsepeaeseves ates cena ais 3.00_ 


(3 digit # on back of card) 
Signature: 


CD ROMS (FOR COMPUTERS) 

213 CD African Violet Troubles 

214 CD Judging Gesneriads 

215 CD The Pittman Way Of Growing Violets 


INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMERS not using credit card 
must pay in US dollars with a draft or check ona 
USA bank. 


$25 service charge on all returned checks. 


10.00/15.00____ 
10.00/15.00____ 
10.00/15.00 ___ 


DVD 

218 DVD African Violet Trailers (Bev Promersberger) 15.00/20.00____ 
219 DVD Understanding The African Violet Species (2 DVD Set) ... .15.00/20.00__ 
221 DVD Growing Violet Trailers (Bill Price) 15.00/20.00____ 
222 DVD Species To Spectacular (Pat Hancock) 15.00/20.00 ___ 
226 DVD Meet the Commercials 15.00/20.00 ____ 
227 DVD Violets Dance Across Texas 2013 15.00/20.00____ 
228 DVD Violet Pickin’ In Tennessee 2014 15.00/20.00 ____ 
229 DVD Violets Love KC Jazz, Blues and BBQ 2015 15.00/20.00 ____ 
—————. 230 DVD Violets Color The Land Of Enchantment 2016 .... 15.00/20.00 ____ 
230 TD Violets Color The Land Of Enchantment 2016 (Thumb Drive) . .15.00/20.00 ___ 
231 TD AVSA Convention Programs 15.00/20.00____ 
231 DVD AVSA Convention Programs, ...44.c4 cic ecen cere ee cease 15.00/20.00____ 
232 TD Gateway to the Tropics 2017 15.00/20.00 __ 
232 DVD Gateway to the Tropics 2017 15.00/20.00 ____ 
233 DVD Perfectly Pittman DVD 15.00/20.00 ____ 
233 TD Perfectly Pittman Thumbdrive 15.00/20.00 ____ 


Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery in 
the USA; 2-3 months outside the US by 
surface mail. Prices do not include 
flat-rate shipping and handling fee. 


Flat-rate shipping/handling charge 

on all orders except downloads. 
USA-$5.00, Canada and Mexico-$10.00 
and International-$15.00 


SUB TOTAL: 


SHIPPING: 
Texas residents 


must add sales tax TAX: 


TOTAL: 


AVSA JEWELRY 

SOth- Anniversary Pin. fxd anaes oP dade deems ind menh bal adie ced oes 5.00 
75th Anniversary Pin a cs.is.issiiicsniws her diioaserderereeehecaeacanesad 6.00 
Virtial ConventionsPin’. «oa: Veteiwerd aha R ASE RRNAE RES TEES ED BRASS 5.00 


Return to AVSA Office » P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 


P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 
409-839-4725 « office@avsa.org 
www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
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Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Sinningia ‘Sim 
Sim Salviem’ 


Grown by: Bobbi Johannsen 


Streptocarpus ‘Cicero’ 


Grown by: Bobbi Johannsen 
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Membership includes: Welcome package for new members; Quarterly issues of Gesneriads, 
the Journal for Gesneriad Growers; access to the Seed Fund; downloadable PDF copies of the journal 


_ esneriad S, Bob Clark, Dept. AV 
ae. . 2) 1122 East Pike St, PMB 637 


<= Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


et =) Individual 1 year $25, 3 years $70 ($30,$85 outside US) 
\d ey Family 1 year $26, 3 years $73 ($31,$88 outside US) 
Green option (PDF only) 1 year $20, 3 years $55 


Visit us at: www.gesneriads.org 


Orchids. Exotic, long-lasting 
Sous) in mystery. R R 
(OP ssc orente 


has been the premier 
* resource for infor- 
mation about orchids 
ulttirauetae | ROlling Ridge Rosettes 
month ORCHIDS magazine 
brings you articles on featured Formerly Jan's Workshop 
orchids and how to grow them. 
_ Afih seaiehicvan saeed Elmer Godeny, Owner 
monthly online webinars 918-804-7308 . : 
for hands-on learning. email: RollingRidgeRosettes@gmail.com 


hs te 
So much fo 
why not join today? 


Visit www.aos.org. 


American Orchid Socery 
Reems teen, Soom 


AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF CANADA 


Join AVSC & become a part of an international network of growers 
Members will receive Chatter, our Quarterly Magazine 


Pinca Membership: 1 year $20.00, 2 year $37.50, 3 year $55.00. 
Family, USA & International Memberships Available. 


For more information visit www.avsc.ca 

or contact Laurel Goretsky at: 

32 Scimitar Point NW Phone: (403) 241-8300 
Calgary AB T3L2B2 Email: laurel@goretsky.ca 
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Enchanted Gardens 
Heidi Dillenbeck 
1097 Darby Hill Rd * Delanson, NY 12053 ¢ (518) 895-6054 
heidisviolets@ gmail.com 
www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com/ 


Plastic pots - 14" to 8" (round-square-pan) Oyama Pots 


Wick water reservoirs 
Permanest Trays ¢ 3" and 6" Clear Domes Labels 
Leaf Support Rings (6"-9"-13") Fertilizers 
Accessories: Sucker pluckers ¢ brushes ¢ scissors * tweezers 
and much more ... 


For catalog: pdf — send email or for printed catalog send me a note 


African Violets 


JoS ' 
Violets Petrocosmeas | 
Primulinas 


WWW JOS violets cont 
(361) 575-1344 


and More | Dave's (Qiolets = LPP 


Email en Sinningia Heaven - Home of the Ozark series 


"It's a sin not to own a sinningia" 


Glenda's House of Violets 


Offering one-stop-shopping for gardening supplies to meet the 

special needs of the African Violet growing community! 

Nursery pots, special soil blends, plant grooming tools, other 

specialized items to help you grow those big, beautiful plants! g1z9eni9i8 


Glenda Williams ambrosiaviolets@gmail.com 


829 Old Highway 20, Unit B wevew.ghviolets.com 
McDade, TX 78650-5265 www facebook.com/ambrosiaviolets 
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a | »abuwnm 
lyndon Lyon 


pnhhouses, Inc. 
PO Box 249 Dolgeville, NY 13329 
14 Mutchler Street (for GPS users) 


1 yo 


S ' 


ere Ihe 


Quality hybrids since 1954 


African Violets, Aeschynanthus, 
Primulinas, Codonanthe, 
Columneas, Episcias, Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus, Orchids, 
Petrocosmeas, Rex Begonias, 
Streptocarpus, other assorted 
Gesneriads, and SO much more! 


Our greenhouses are open year round. 
No appointments necessary! 


Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 


PHYSAN 20™ Controls 
African Violet 
Pathogens 


e Controls algae on mats, wicks, reservoirs, 
trays, pots, benches, and work surfaces. 
e Controls damping off on seedlings 
and plants. 
e Controls crown rot, powdery 
mildew, botrytis. 
e Controls diseases spread by 
disinfecting tools. 


Let those pesky visitors know they’re 
not wanted. Take control with 


PHYSAN 20. 


Maril Products 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
714-544-7711 
www.physan.com 


AVAILABLE IN THE AVSA STORE 


HOWst0 GROW IERIZES WINNING 


ing, 


9 


by Pauline Bartholomew and The Aiiicen Viole Society er Ameice, Inc. 


Kevised 2008 
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High quality blend of 
sphagnum, vermiculite, coir 
and hydrocks. 


SELF-WATERING | | ears tae 
| \ p 440-357-0022 
AFRICAN 10 L tl 015 waie¥ ble LSUBBIv:coln 
Micro Mini - Mini - Medium - Large , 


cS Sees | AVSA Office Hours 
,* Monday - Thursday 
stone eal Dn 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 


—= 
Lo) 


Your Ad Could Go Here 


If you sell products African violet hobby growers 
or hybridizers might use, place your ad in 
African Violet Magazine. 

AVSA Commercial members receive a discounted 
rate for ads and a listing with links on our 
website, plus other special promotions 
in the magazine and online. 


Contact Richard Craft, AVSA Advertising Chair, 
at advertising@avsa.org for more information. 
We hope to see your ad here in the next issue! 


Safely shipping to satisfied customers 
world-wide since 1985! 


Looking for African violets? We have them! 


oS 


Over 30,000 plants in our shop, barn, and greenroom 


Catalog, care tips, how to’ lessons, and more, at 


the ile arn www.violetbarn.com 


Exhibitor, collector, or hobbyist? We have plants for everyone. 


' Hundreds of varieties, including our award winning “Rob’s” and “Ma’s” varieties. 
At left: one of our ‘Ma’s’ standard varieties grown by Alexandra Kravtsov 


® A large selection of chimeras, Saintpaulia species, and our popular trailing varieties! 
Plus, the latest hybrids from Russia and Ukraine 


/ View the website for a full listing and our “Seller’s choice” specials. 


We also grow a huge selection of other’ gesneriads! 


We’re famous for our ‘Bristol’ streptocarpus hybrids 
Compact, often double flowered, some scented! 


Many more, including latest Polish and 
Russian varieties 


And more! like Episcias (above right) 


' Huge listing of Kohleria (far left) and 
gesneriads for baskets, like Columnea 


Adorable miniature gesneriads for 
small containers and terrariums! 


We are also the source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 
View the website for an extensive listing and for our “Seller's choice” specials. 


Shipping: April 15-October 31 via USPS priority mail 
We ship in winter! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 
We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe delivery guaranteed! 


If you see it, we have it, if you order it, you get it — no substitutes! Orders shipped next week. 


Subscribe to our e-newsletter, VioletsFun’ — growing tips, latest varieties, coupons, and more! 
You can also find us on ‘Facebook’ (www.facebook.com/africanviolets) and on ‘Pinterest. 


Dr. Ralph (Rob) & Olive Ma Robinson, owners Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 
PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5 pm, web orders anytime 


